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OU know the good stores in your tewn. Do 

4 you know of some of the helps to better home 
life, better Christian work, that may not yet‘have 
reached your stores, but which they could, and 
would, get for vou? Some workers are better 
posted on such thingsthan others, because they fol- 

~ Jlow the advertising in The Sunday School Times 

















The Parousia 
By Winifred Ballard Blake 


“TI am Alpha and Omega.” 


Alpha 
OFT through the lilied fields of Galilee, 
By the still lake or winding river’s brim, 
O’er vales and meadows rich with broidery 
Of His sweet flowers, hid in lone gardens dim, 
Wrestling on mountains dark, with tempters grim, 
Mingling with men in city, mart, and street, 
Passed once this Presence. Over the dark world’s rim 
He disappeared, but under His shining feet 
Sprang Truth and Love and Peace,— God’s deep- 
sown wheat! 


Omega 
O fools, and slow of heart ; O deaf and blind ! 
Though Truth and Love and Peace were sown, 
men fail! 
And grow instead a tare-field, and unbind 
Those powers of strife and hate that still assail ! 
Yet now, at length, behold, again we hail 
The Master of the Harvest! To release 
‘ His tare-bound field He comes, and shall prevail ! 
As King of kings He shall make war to cease, 
And bring a humbled, contrite world to God's 
Great Peace! ‘ 
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An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1918, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors of books noticed, may be had from 
“The Sunday School Times Company for ten cents: 


The First Question 

A good soldier, though he may be held in the 
reserves, will keep eye and ear, toward the firing 
line. A chaplain in the United States Agmy, who en- 
joyed unusual opportunities for service at the front 
during the World War, .said that a man upon a 
stretcher or one coming out from under ether in a 
hospital almost invariably asked three questions. The 
third question was about his “pal,” the fellow who 
was fighting alongside of him; the second was, “Will 
you write to my parents? Don’t let them read my 
name in the missing column.” But the first question, 
almost without exception, asked in eager earnestness, 
was, “How goes the battle? Are we still driving 
them?” It is a question that ought to shame many 
Christians. In the battle that is arrayed “against 
the principalities, against the powers, against the 
world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places,” are we 
keeping posted on the war news? Do you know how 
the missionaries of your church are getting on in 
China, and in India, and in Africa, and in the islands 
of the sea? Do you really know in what countries 
missionaries of your own church are laboring? Gen- 
eral Foch gloried in the fact that at the Battle of 
Chateau Thierry every private soldier acted like a 


general! 
Character 


In God’s thought Christian character is Christ. 
And so, instead of hammering on the importance of 
character-building, the _Bible emphasizes yielding to 
the indwelling Spirit and putting on Christ. Real 
character is a by-product of surrender and trust. 
The word “character” does not occur -in the English 
translations of the Scriptures. But it is there in the 
Greek, +a’ word lifted bodily from that tongue. In 
Liddell and Scott’s Greek-English Lexicon “charac- 
ter” is defined as “a mark engrawed or impressed, the 
impress or stamp” (on coins or seals) ; and further as 
“the mark or token impressed (as:it were) on a per- 
son or thing, by which it is known from others, a 
distinctive mark, characteristic, character.” The 
writer of Hebrews calls God’s Son “the very image 
of his [God’s] substance” (Heb. 1:3, R..V.) or “the 
impress of his substance” (footnote, R. V.) or “the 
express image of his person” (A. V.) or “the ex- 


ression of his substance” (margin, Scofield Bible). 
he Greek word for “image,” “impress,” and “ex- 
pression” in these passages is “character.” The Christ 
who made himself of no’ reputation and took upon 
him the form cf a servant, who went about for 
thirty-three years doing good, and reached the Cross 
with a perfectly kent law, where he made vicarious 
atonement for sin, is the incarnation of God’s “char- 
acter,” God’s transcendently glorious and beautiful 
character. As God manifest in the flesh the Lord 
Jesus exhibited that character to men. And now we 
are commanded, “Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ” 
(Rom. 13:14). Of such as obey this command, the 
apostle wrote this tremendous word, “As he [God] 
is, so are ye in this world” (1 John 4:17). 


ya 


Christian Punctuality 

To be behind time is to disappoint God. God 
always keeps his own appointments, to the second; 
he wants his children to be as careful in keeping 
theirs. Dr. A. F. Schauffler, the veteran Sunday- 
school leader and Bible teacher who was called to 
his heavenly home in February, after a ripe life- 
time of rich service, was conspicuous for keeping his 
appointments on time. He was on the staff of The 
Sunday School Times lesson writers, for example, 
from 1884 to 1905. pa 1 the dozen years, in this 
period, when the present Editor was thereby priv- 
ileged to be a co-worker of Dr. Schauffler’s, he can- 
not remember a single instance when this writer's 
lesson copy reached this office one minute behind time. 
Whether Dr. Schauffler was ninety miles away, in 
New York, or six thousand miies away in the Holy 
Land, made no difference: what he had agreed to do 
in furnishing lesson articles was always done, and 
delivered on time. That is a wonderful record for 
any man. Christian people sometimes seem to think 
that “the liberty of the Spirit” means freedom to 
ignore such “little” matters as punctuality and the 
scrupulous keeping of every promise. But the Holy 
Spirit is a Spirit of promptness, and orderliness, and 
honorable meeting of every obligation, even the 
ror gpa or seemingly most unimportant. He who 
tells us rightly to divide the word of truth would 
have us also, we may be sure, rightly divide our time, 
— for our time is His time. 


Christian Science and Victory 


offers. It offers, for example, a life of free- 

dom from worry or anxiety. It proposes to give 
the secret of the smiling face in the midst of any sort 
of circumstances. 

Christian . Science _offers complete freedom from 
the dominion of sin. 

Christian Science offers to make faith a vital and 
all-pervading force in daily life. 

Christian Science offers to give deliverance from 
the bondage of sickness. 

It is not wise for Christians to attempt to meet 
Christian Science by ridicule and sarcasm. Christian 
Science is offering to supply exactly the things that 
the hearts of thousands of church-members are 
craving. It is not strange that many should be in- 
vestigating its claims. 

But these things that Christian Science claims to 


Coter, te SCIENCE makes tremendous 





The booklet, “Victorious Life Studies,” by Robert C. 
McQuilkin, formerly Associate Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, contains a searching chapter on Christian 
Science, given in part in the article herewith published. 
The entire booklet takes up the subject of the Victorious 
Life with sound Scriptural illumination; it consists of 
twelve chapters, with a foreword by the Editor of The 
Sunday School Times,.and may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company. for 25 cents, postpaid. 

Another pamphlet published by The Sunday School 
Times Company, “Conversations with a .Christiam’ Scien- 
tist,” shows very clearly the fundamental differences be- 
tween this counterfeit religion and the Word of God; the 
pamphlet may be-had for 20 cents a dozen copies; $1.50 for 
100 copies; single. copies, 2 cents. each, postpaid. 





supply are just the things that are offered to every 
— through the sufficient, grace of the Lord 
esus. 

The Victorious Life in Christ is a life kept free 
from worry or anxiety.- Its possessors have the 
secret of. a constant, abiding joy that is independent 
of circumstances (Phil. 4:6, 7; John 15:11; 16: 22). 

The Victorious Life, which is just Christ himself 
in the believer, gives complete vicfory over sin, with- 
out struggle (Rom. 6:14; 1 Cor. 10:13; John 8: 36). 

The Victorious Life is the life of faith, walking in 

the Spirit, looking unto Jesus, enduring as seeing 
him who .is invisible, counting the unseen things the 
eternal and real things (Col. 3:3; Gal, 2:20; Johri 
15:7). 
The Victorious Life is a life of prosperity for 
body as well as for spirit, for in Christ is the supply 
of every present need, for body, soul, and spirit 
(3 John 2; Psa. 103:3; Matt. 8:17; Rom. 8:11). 

If the fulness of the blessing of the Gospel of 
Christ- were faithfully preached there would be little 
prepared soil among church-members for the spring- 
ing up of the seeds of “Christian Science.” It is the 
Enemy who is sowing these seeds, and the supreme 
sign of his subtle work is this apparent likeness to 
the true grain. 

What is the fundamental distinction between 
Christian Science and the Victorious Life in Christ, 
between God’s truth and Satan’s imitation of that 
truth? : 

Christian Science says: 
there is nothing to be anxious -about. 


“In nothing be anxious: 
All troubles 
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are creations of the mind, results of wrong thinking, 
and the cure for them is to think them away.” — 

The Word of God says, “In nothing be anxious.” 
Not because there is nothing to be anxious about. 
There is. There is that which required the bloody 
sweat of the Son of God in Gethsemane. But the 
Word of God tells us that full provision has been 
made for those wrong things that may well cause 
anxiety. 

Christian Science says, “Reckon yourselves dead 
unto sin: because sin has no real existence, and since 
it is a creation of the wrong thinking of mortal 
mind, the way to think it out of existence is to tfeckon 
yourself dead to it. As you reckon, as you believe, 
you are dead to sin, and for you it has no reality 
or existence.” 

The Word of God says, “Reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin.” Not because sin does 
not exist. It does. Not because sin is not real. 
There is nothing more real in the universe. But 
Jesus Christ has met the full measure of the guilt 
and penalty and.pollution of sin, and has completely 
conquered it. If we are crucified with him, buried 
with him and risen again with him, as every child 
of God is, then we afe to reckon it true that we are 
dead unto sin: not because our thinking can change 
facts, but because God himself tells us to count on 
a great fact, something that he himself has accom- 
plished; as we reckon that fact true our faith is 
laying hold of the benefits in present experience of 
that redemption which God has accomplished. 

In this contrast between Christian Science and the 
Word of God it will be seen that the teachings of 
this “faith” cult make faith impossible. Satan always 
strikes at the center of things in his attacks on 
Christians and on the Word of God; so he takes 
away their faith and that which it rests upon. Again 
and again in personal interviews with those seeking 
victory, when the meaning of faith has been ex- 
plained the answer has come, “Why, that would be 
just like Christian Science. I’ cannot make a thing 
true just by believing it.” With Christian Science, 
thinking a thing true makes it true, or rather, “think- 
ing right” removes the error which has resulted only 
because the thinking has been wrong. But real faith 
rests always on facts. We believe, not in order to 
make a fact true, but because it is true. 

A leading advocate of Christian Science called 
upon the Editor of The Sunday School Times to 
protest against an article this journal had published 
on Christian Science. The interesting thing about the 
interview with this cultured representative of Chris- 
tian Science was his earnest effort to prove that he 
and his fellow Scientists believed just what Chris- 
tians who were teaching the Victorious Life beliéved, 
and were aiming at the same kind of life. As each 
point was mentioned there was this apparent agree- 
ment, until—mark this—until the vicarious atone- 
ment through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
was’ mentioned. There he frankly confessed that 
they parted company; they do not accept any atone- 
ment for sin. 

Here we come to the heart of Christian -Science 
error: it denies the blood, the substitutionary atone- 
ment for sin. And here is the secret of many un- 
satisfactory attempts on the part of Christians to live 
a life of victory. Earnestly seeking to claim the 
wonderful promises of God’s Word, many have failed 
to’ understand the meaning of the blood of Christ 
and to share in experience his crucifixion death, that 
they might also know the resurrection victory. 

Christian Science is the devil’s great masterpiece 
of imitation victory. It is the vain attempt to know 
the resurrection life without the crucifixion death. It 
is the attempted robbery of the life pictured in the 
twenty-third Psalm, the life of still waters and green 
pastures, the life in which all the needs of the sheep 
are met by an all-powerful and all-loving Shepherd. 
But while attempting to claim the twenty-third 
Psalm, the Christian Scientist blots out the twenty- 
second Psalm with its agony of Calvary and its 
resurrection victory. We must be one with the Lord 
Jesus in his death and burial before we can be one 
with him in resurrection life. The blood of the Lord 
Jesus must be kept always at the heart of the teach- 
ing and the experience of the Victorious Life. The 
reason for much disappointment in the living of the 
Victorious Life is because there is what may be 
called a Christiam Science acceptance of the teaching 
without a real foundation being laid in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

First of all, the foundation must be laid in a clear 
understanding of the meaning of the new birth. 
Those who have had experience in déaling with 
hungry Christians seeking the life of victory in 
Christ, have been amazed at the number of such 
earnest inquirers who have no clear conception of 
what it means to be born again, or to be saved by 
grace. 

The steps of salvation are perfectly simple. 
one must know that he is lost. Otherwise he cannot 
“need a Saviour. To believe that the Lord Jesus 
Christ died in. my place, I must believe that I am 
such a sinner as deserves death. “All have sinned 


First, 


and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3: 23). 
Joined with this is the word, “The wages of sin is 
death; but the free gift of God is eternal life in 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“God is able to make all grace 
abound unto you; that ye, hav- 
ing always all sufficiency in every- 
thing, may abound unto every 

good work” (2 Cor. 9 : 8). 












Christ Jesus our Lord” 3). La 

by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8); faith is believ- 
ing that ail my sims were put on Jesus and he paid 
the penalty for them (Isa. 53:6); now I have been 


Rom. 6:2 I am saved 


born again and am a child. of God; and I know it 
not because I feel it, but because God’s Word says 
so (John 1:12; 1 John 5:9-13). 

A clear understanding of the blood will save us 
from a superficial idea of sin and its awfulness. If 
the cross of Christ is ever in view we shall have 
God’s estimate of sin, and there will be a clear real- 
ization that it required the whole sacrifice of Calvary 
to accomplish the miracle of victory. In a testimony 
meeting at a Victorious Life conference a Christian 
was explaining that his chief difficulty had been with 
“those little tfoubles,” such as irritation, impatience, 
pride and such things. “You mean those devilish 
sins,” the leader of the meeting suggested. There 
is not likely to be that earnest, agonizing heart cry, 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death,” so long as we think of 
sin as little troubles to be overcome. All sin is 
devilish, and the Son of God is the only one who 
has won the victory over sin. Victory for us then 
begins with the cross of Christ, but it is possible 
only as we keep continually under that shed blood 
and appropriating that vicarious atonement. The 
whole sacrifice of Calvary is necessary to keep us 
free from the least of what we call the little sins. 

Christian Science not only would rob a. Christian 
of faith, it would rob him of the blessed hope. “The 
second appearing of Jesus is unquestionably the 
spiritual advent of the advancing idea of -God in 
Christian Science,” says Mrs. Eddy. Hope. points 
toward the ‘future, and Christian Science has no place 
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for future deliverance from evil and sin, except as 
the human race learns that these are errors of mortal 
min 

Christian Science would rob us of love. It is a 
startling fact that not a dollar is given by Scientists 
to preach the Gospel among those who have never 
heard the name of Jesus. They have no foreign 
missionary “societies. A Christian who had spent 
fifteen years in work among the poor and degraded 
classes in New York City was rebuked by a Christian 
Scientist for suggesting that her faith was not the 
faith of the Bible; he asked her why it was that in 
his fifteen years’ experience, touching all phases of 
work for the relief of the destitute in body and spirit 
in New York, he had never come across a single 
Christian Scientist helping in the work. She had no 
answer. It is a religion without compassion. 

Faith, hope, and love are linked-together in a re- 
markable penetee in Hebrews 10: 19-25. Close to the 
word faith is mention of “the blood of Jesus”; not 
far from “hope” are the words “so much the more 
as ye see the day drawing nigh”; and in close con- 
junction with “love” is “good .works.” Thus are 
these great foundation stones of the Christian Faith 
linked in the Word of God. All of them are denied, 
and are made impossible by Christian Science. 

The antidote to Christian Science is the Word of 
God.. But do they not found their belief on the 
Bible? No. The Bible is not necessary to Christian 
Science. Indeed, it is one of the great handicaps to 
the system. Not many Scientists are as honest, or as 
well informed, as the locomotive engineer ‘who re- 
cently explained that Christian Scientists knew that 


. the Bible was not true, and that. men would gradually 


give it up; but that the Bible had such a hold on 
people that no religion could hope to have a hearing 
unless it professed to be fomeéed on this book. When 
people get hold of the truth of Christian Science, 
they will see, he added, that the Bible is not needed 
and is false; the purpose of Christian Science is to 
lead people away from the error of the Bible. That 
is certainly the purpose of the real founder of Chris- 
tian Science, whether or not it was in the mind of 
the woman he used to propagate the cult. 

And the antidote to superficial views of the Vic- 
torious Life, which partake of these errors of 
Christian Science, is the Word of God. Feed on it, 
meditate on it day and night. So will the living Word 
continue to be your Life, guarding and keeping you 
in that victory which is Christ. 





The Doctrine of Intercessory Prayer 


Will you please explain the doctrine of intercessory 
prayer? 

A gifted scholar and teacher of a men’s Bible class 
in our Sunday-school recently taught his class that 
the only good-that comes to any one from such a 
prayer is the good that the petitioner receives from 
being in such a broad-minded and unselfish attitude 
as to consider people outside himself and his own im- 
mediate family. Such an explanation does not satisfy 
me, nor others, I am sure, and I believe that your 
answer will do much good.—An Illinois Reader. 


The doctrine of intercessory prayer is the doctrine 
that a little child holds when that child asks a parent 
to do something for another child who is in need, and 
whom the first child cannot help. There are three 
persons involved: the first child, the parent, and the 
second child. The first one sees the need of another, 
and knows that the meeting of that need is beyond 
the power of either of them. The parent has the 
power to meet the whole need, so the child asks the 
parent to do what neither of the two little ones can 
do for themselves. 

That is ali there is to the doctrine of intercessory 
prayer. If the first child, after asking the parent to 
help the second child, receives from the parent the 
reply, “I am glad you have asked me to do this; it 
will cultivate in you: a broad-minded and unselfish 
attitude toward people outside yourself and your 
family; you are being put in a better frame of mind, 
and building up your own, character, by asking me 
to do this”; and if then the parent did nothing about 
it, it would be scant comfort to the interceding child. 
And that particular intercessory prayer would have 
been a failure. 

The very word “intercessor,” means, “one who 
goes between, a mediator.” The word is from the 
two Latin words inter and cedere, to pass between. 
The great opportunity and duty of intercessory 
prayer is that we thereby can ask God to do for others 
what we cannot do for them, and what they cannot 
do for themselves, and what only God can do for 
them. God rejoices to have his children pray as _in- 
tercessors in behalf of others. God does things for 
others which he could not do unless ‘intercessory 
prayer for them were offered. 

We can test books and addresses on the subject 
of prayer by the place they give to intercessory 
prayer. The moment we find any teacher or speaker 





emphasizing the merely “reflex” benefit of prayer 
upon the one who does the praying, as a sort of spir- 
itual calisthenics, and minimizing or ignoring or 
denying the fact that God accomplishes things in the 
lives of others just because some one prays for them, 
we may be sure that such a message is unscriptural 
and misleading. Intercessory prayer means that the 
Illinois reader can ask God to do things for persons 
in China or South Africa which God will do, and 
which might never be done unless the Illinois reader 
asked God. 


aaa 
More Important than the Time 


May one, especially a child, come into possession of 
the new birth and never be able to point to any par- 
ticular time or place when or where it occurred?—A 
Texas Christian. 


Booker T. Washington, the great Negro educator, 
was one time making an address, and ran briefly 
over the facts of his life and experience. “I do not 
know when I was born,” said he, “but I am very 
sure that I was born.” athe 

The fact of his birth was of considerably. more 
importance to himself and to every one else than the 
time of his birth. 

And so the fact of our new birth, of our being 
born again, is far more important than the knowl- 
edge of the particular time when this wondrous fact 
occurred. The present Editor of The Sunday School 
Times must say of himself, for example, that he is 
unable to name the time when, by faith in Jesus Christ, 
he first received Him as Saviour. But he is in no 
shadow of doubt that he has received Christ’ as 
Saviour, and therefore that he has been born’ again. 
God. pledges His Word that the Holy Spirit shall 
regenerate, or cause to be born again, all who be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus as Saviour. .If we know 
that we believe on the Saviour, we must know — if 
God’s Word is reliable — that God has done his part 
in our new birth. The fact is more important than 
the time. God knows exactly when the instant of 
time was. Many a Christian also knows at just 
what instant of time he passed out of death into life 
by the new birth. Many another Christian does not 
know the time, but rejoices in the fact. Both are safe 
in God’s keeping. 
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The Jew and the Newspaper 


By Thomas M. Chalmers Reryencie Jin tvungelestion Society 









HO are the Jews? bs do they make such — 
W: stir in the world? “What do these feeble 
Jews?” was the encore question of San- 
ballat (Neh. 4: 2) to the army of 5a 


miah builded the wall of Jerusalem. 
still asked in various forms, though events are mak- 


maria when Nehe- 
It is a question 


ing it obsolete. Why have the Jews been preserved 
through so many ages? What is the divine plan and 
purpose for them? Will they return to Palestine and 


- rebuild their nation? Will they be converted and be 


joined to the Church? Such questions are arising 
in many minds to-day and demand answer. 


Can -you answer these questions? Can you read the 


_ morning paper with understanding if you know not 


how to answer them? These are days when the 
Bible is getting into the daily prints, and only he is 
up to date who is familiar with Scripture. God's 
Word runs ahead of the newspaper, and the reporters 
for the press are only recording what the Word 
long ago told those who fear God. “The secret of 
the Lord is with them that fear him” (Psa. 25: 14). 
Not only this, but “the Lord God will do nothing, 
but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the 
rophets” (Amos 3:7). So the whole history of 
srael and of the world is already in the Bible. It is 
for us to study it there, that we aor understand 
what the newspapers now record of God’s foretold 
plan and work. ‘ : 

Do you realize what a mine of solid argument for 
the truth of God’s Word is found in modern ful- 
filments of prophecy regarding the Jews? Defenders 
of the Scriptures formerly made much of the argu- 
ment from fulfilled prophecy to refute the objections 
of infidels against the fact of revelation. The facts 
concerning the literal overthrow of Tyre, Babylon, 
Nineveh, and the dispersion of the Jews coincided 
so marvelously with the- details of prophetic predic- 
tion that even the most brilliant infidel mind was 
unable to gainsay them. Why should not the facts 
concerning the return of the Jews from dispersion 
constitute a new defense of reveiation? Here is a 
new apologetic, a fresh fund of arguments for the 
truth of Scripture from present fulfillings of 
prophecy. Are. we aware of the amazing record of 
vreaictions regarding Israel fulfilled in the past two 
generations? Let us glance at a few of these new 
things in history, matters which are not mere guesses, 
but where the predictive word and the modern’ fact 
agree as if fitted to each other, which is indeed the 
case by the decree and working of God. 


oe 
The Supernatural Rainfall of Palestine 


OD threatened to withhold the rains from Israel 

for disobedience (Isa. 5:6; Lev. 26:19; Ezek. 
22:24). Then He promised to restore the rain when 
the time came for restoring his people to the land 
(Joel 2: 23; Zech. 10:1). Since 1860 there has been a 
remarkable increase in the average annual rainfall. 
Edwin S. Wallace, in his fine work, “Jerusalem the 
Holy,” says, page 254: “The belief that the annual 
rainfall is increasing is well founded.” Then he 
gives the figures for the decades from 1861 to 1808, 
the date of writing. In the years 1861-70 the aver- 
age annual rainfall was 21.87 inches; from 1871 to 
1880 it was 24.60 inches, while the decade ending with 
1890 averaged annually 27.69 inches. In the years 
1891-97 the rainfall each year was abundant, and the 
average yearly ‘precipitation was 28.86 inches, or 
seven inches more than the average from 1861 to 
1870. 

A. M. Hyamson, in his recent work, “Palestine: 
The Rebirth of an Ancient Nation,” declares: “The 
average annual rainfall at Jerusalem exceeds that at 
Athens, Vienna, and Paris, and equals that of Lon- 
don.” Other authorities confirm this statement. It 
has. been stated that the present average is 33 inches 
a year, or one-half more than in the decade 1861-70. 
Show these predictions and facts to your infidel 
friend and ask him to explain them. How did Joel 
and Isaiah know that the rains would decrease, and 
then increase after more than two thousand years, 
just as the Jews returned to Palestine? 


we 
Jerusalem’s Northern Suburbs 


tk. ancient record says that Jerusalem shall be 
enlarged, and this towards the north (Jer. 31: 38- 
40). The prophet runs a measuring line from the 
tower of Hananeel:to the hill Gareb and to Goath, 
mentioning alse other parts outside the walls, over 
which the city should spread. The city has been built 
over this very ground in the last generation. While 


uncertainty rests on the exact location of the‘ places 
mentioned by Jeremiah, there is no doubt as -to the 


The Century Magazine is publishing a spirited debate, be- 
tween two master minds, on Zionism. Herbert Adams 
Gibbons, the brilliant j ist, formerly a missionary, and 
author of “ The New of Europe,” gave in the January 
Century reasons that he counts convincing, why the Jews 
ought not to return to the Holy Land, and t not to want 
to return. ao Re ee anny, ae Fri , of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, shows how Mr. 
Gibbons’ articles collapse when by the facts. 
And — it may be said in all friendliness — neither of the two 
men knows what he is talking about! . 

For neither of these two students of hi 
has turned the full light of the Word of upon Zionism, 
the Jews, and the Holy Land. Professor Friedlander notes 
pry ere aig hye gt gay degen ma 
Zionist Organization jumped within a few years from 
I a Ae l domrenly foe 
statement that “ i i eat Britain 
to favor Palestine for the Jews] connects directly, across the 
chasm of twenty-five years, with the edict of Cyrus, 
permitting the Jews to realize their national ideal.” But 
what does it all mean? In order that readers of The Sun- 
day School Times may know, not on the basis of men’s 
opinions but of God's Weed, s eaw department, unique in 
general religious journalism, is commenced in this issue. Full 
or argo py nt wtiebomsedba iven in last 

appear 


week's issue. It wi about once a month. 
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fact of their being on the north side. This is the 
direction in which the new suburbs have been built, 
which contained two-thirds of the 80,000 dwellers in 
Jerusalem when the war broke out: 

Many othet wonderful things might be told of 
what God has done in the past sixty years in fulfill- 
ing his Word. The items noted above will suffice 
now as specimens. They reveal a living God work- 
ing in human affairs, doing just what he says in Jere- 
miah 1:12 he would do: “I watch over my word to 
perform it.” . 


Did the Prophets Foresee Colonization ? 


HE prophets tell us that there will be a new de- 

velopment of agriculture in Palestine in the lat- 
ter days. In Ezekiel 36: 4ff, God speaks “to the 
mountains, and to the hills, to the watercourses, and 
to the valleys, to the desolate wastes, and to the 
cities that are forsaken,” where we dare not say these 
material things are symbolic and mean the Church 








Hebrew as an Official Language of the State has been 
recognized by the Government of Ukraine, together with 
the Russian and Polish tongues. As a compliment to the 
Jewish people, the decree proclaiming the principle of 
personal autonomous rights for the Jews was published 
in Hebrew. This reveals how the revival of Hebrew as.a 
living language is advancing even in Europe. 


A Breakwater at Haifa, which will cost over two million 
pounds, it has been stated the British Government intends 
to build. It is expected to make Haifa the great seaport 
of the future for Palestine. The Jews plan at least two 
other harbors on that coast. The Zionists of Charkov have 
organized a company to run a line of steamers from 
Odessa to Palestine, to carry Jews returning to the home- 
land. Thus transportation facilities may soon be ready 
for the expected great migration. 


“The War Record of American Jews” has been issued by 
the American Jewish Committee, from which it appears 
that the total number of Jews in the United States military 
and naval service during the war was between 165,000 and 
200,000, or from four to five per cent of the total personnel 
of the American forces at -the time the armistice was 
signed. As the Jews compose about three per cent of 
the total population of the United States, the proportion 
of Jews in the service was about fifty per cent greater than 
the proportion of Jews in the whole population. The com- 
mittee estimates that 2,000 Jews were killed in action. It 
has long’ been noted that Jews are loyal beyond expectation 
to the lands in which they dwell, in obedience to Jeremiah 
29:7: “eek the peace of the city whither I have caused 
you to be carried away captives.” 


A Jewish Philosophic Society has been founded at Mos- 
cow to arrange for a faculty of philosophy in the new 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Active plans are on 
foot in leading Zionist circles in Russia, according to the 
Jewish Chronicle of London, to organize the preparatory 
work in connection with the opening of this University. 
Elsewhere, similar circles of engineers, medical doctors, 
and lawyers are drawing up plans in connection with the 
faculties in which they are interested. A beginning is 
being made with the work by the publication of a Hebrew 
Scientific Dictionary, in which scientific terms will be ren- 
dered in Hebrew. It is also certain that a number of 
scientific books will soon be translated into Hebrew. A 
special Zionist Committee is superintending the various 
efforts in connection with the foundation of the Hebrew 
University. 





or anything else than such actual places in the land 

‘of Palestine. In verse 8 God says, “But ye, O moun- 
tains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your branches, 
and yield your fruit to my people of Israel; for they 
are at hand to come.” 

Here is a mighty word showing that colonies will 
first be planted in Palestine while the mass of the 
jews are getting ready, by diplomacy, organizing 

ionist societies and otherwise, for the return en 
masse to the land. What do we see? Over forty 
agricultural colonies of Jews have been established 
in Palestine since 1878. There are twenty in Judea, 
seven in Samaria, sixteen in Galilee, and three east 
of the Jordan. They have wrought wonders in re- 
storing the land to productive fertility. The tale is 
most romantic and interesting. Many other Biblical 
passages give us the story beforehand, as Jeremiah 
31: 4-12; 33:12-14; Joel 2:21-26; Amos 9213-15, 
etc. 


Is Zionism in Prophecy ? 


HAT is this wonderful movement called Zion- 

ism? In a word, it is the effort of the Jews of to- 
day to return to their ancient land and to rebuild 
there a national home and center for themselves. 
To understand the papers these days one needs to 
know what the Bible says about Zionism. Is it pre- 
dicted in the Word? Is it Scriptural, i. e¢., according 
to the will of God? Will it affect the entire Jewish 
race, so that af Jews will return? How will this 
return affect the nations? Is it connected with. the 
Second Coming of Christ? 

These questions may well challenge our attention. 
It will be the writer’s purpose to answer all such 
questions in this department. Their answer will come 
from Scripture and from the record of current events 
in Israel. 

To take the first question, is Zionism predicted in 
the Word? Yes; the prophets tell us of a final réturn 
of the dispersed Jews trom all parts of the world. 
Even Moses reveals this, in Deuteronomy 30: 1-6. But 
this is a return after conversion, and after the com- 
ing of the Lord when he returns to deal with his 
people. See Deuteronomy 30:3: “The Lord thy God 
... will return and gather thee from all the nations.” 
There is no return to a place if one has not been there 
already. The Lord returns to earth and secures the 
return of his people. This purpose of the Lord be- 
came the hope of scattered Israel after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and of the first temple, and again 
after the second temple went down in flames. This 
is the Zionism of the prophets, which rests on what 
God promised and will do. . 


+4 
Zionism’s Founder and the Sultan 


Bor the Jews are unwilling to repent and accept 
their Messiah, Jesus. So in their blindness and 
perverseness they seek to carry out the return to 
Palestine apart from God. This is foretold in Eze- 
kiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones (Ezek. 37: 1- 
14). This is the modern political or infidel Zionism, 
a movement by unbelieving Jews. The leaders orig- 
inally were such as cared little or nothing for the 
Bible or even the Jewish religion, as Dr. Herzl at 
first and others. This character of the movement will 
make it — for the new nation, on its settle- 
ment in Palestine, to accept the Antichrist as their 
Messiah. This seems to many Christians utterly im- 
possible. But when Dr. Herzl, the founder of the 
movement, was negotiating with the late Sultan Abdul 
Hamid, that prince of assassins, for a charter for 
Palestine, it was said among the Jews, “If the Sultan 
prove friendly to us, we will receive him as our Mes- 
siah.” The spirit of the movement is revealed in the 
words of Dr. Herzl, who said at the first Zionist Con- 
ress, in 1897, “Our salvation must be by money.” 
t was hoped that money would secure a charter for 
Palestine. Many orthodox Jews, opposing the move- 
ment, quoted Isaiah 52:3 against it: “Ye have sold 
yourselves for nought; and ye shall be redeemed 
without money.” 

This return now in unbelief will mean awful suffer- 
ing for the new nation in Palestine, for they will 
still be under Gentile power, and finally, under the 
Antichrist, will pass through the most terrible tribu- 
lation in all their history. Of this more later. 


7 4 
When Jordan’s Water-Power is Harnessed 


EFLECTION will show that the return of such 
a gifted people as the Jews and under modern 
conditions will mean a tremendous expansion of in- 
dustry and commerce in and about the Holy Land. 
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When the rich business Jews of Britain and America, 
expert down to the last word in trade and finance, 
begin to’ invest their money and énergy in and for 
Palestine, in co-operation with the laboring masses 
of Jews from Russia and all the world, then there 
will be seen such a rapid and solid material develop- 
ment as history has not recorded. It will astonish 
the world. The new Jewry in Palestine will build up 
a civilization to be the envy_of the world, and amass 
gold and silver to tempt the cupidity of Russia, poor 
and _— in the last days (see Ezekiel 38: 
11-13). 

How will it be done? It is coming to be known 
that the Holy Land has oil and mineral wealth and 
other resources of untold value. The Jordan valle 
offers a remarkable opportunity for electrical devel- 
opment, which it is planned to undertake as soon as 
conditions permit. In the nine miles below the 
Waters of Merom the Jordan “descends 680 feet by 
a continuous series of cascades to the Sea of Gali- 
lee” (MacCoun, “Bible Atlas,” p. 48). This immense 
power, harnessed,: will light the cities of Palestine, 
print her journals, run her factories and trolley lines 
and make the whole land a center of industrial en- 
ergy. With her unusual mixture of soils and her range 
of fauna and flora, from Alpine to tropical, Pales- 
tine offers a scientific agriculture one of the finest 
opportunities on earth for producing meats, grains, 
and fruits which will feed millions of people in the 
new time.” 


we 


What a U. S. Army Officer Foresaw 


ECALL the further fact that the Jews are 

largely the bankers of the world, and consider 
the outlying iy of Egypt, Arabia, Syria, Meso- 
potamia, Asia Minor, and all the vast lands beyond 
these developing under the impact of new energy 
from the West, and one can visualize the mighty in- 
fluence Palestine will soon exert on all the wonder- 
ful material expansion of the countries at the center 
of the land surface of the globe. Said General Up- 
ton of the U. S. Army over forty years ago, “The 
lines of commercé are central, and they cross Pales- 
tine.” Leading Israelites expect to see the settle- 
ment of from one to four million Jews in Pales- 
tine within the next few years. Their wealth, en- 
ergy, co-operation, and efficiency, stimulated by a 
glowing enthusiasm ‘for the home of their fathers, 
will. unite to make Palestine the model of beauty and 
the center of material glory for the earth. Can we 
wonder that human pride and rebellion will reach 
their climax.in the new generation of Jews in Pales- 
tine and in the nations stirred up to emulation and 
to struggle for the control of that land and of all 
the regions roundabout? It is there that the Roman 
Empire, revived and under the leadership of the Anti- 
christ, and the coming Teutonic-Russian-Mongolian 
alliance will contest on the battlefield of Armaged- 
don the control of the earth against each other and 
against the Rider on the White Horse, earth’s re- 
turning Redeemer and Lord, 


New York City. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








A PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 
given here, as marked through forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of the Bible is being covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times. 
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1 John 


Epistle of Assurance. Christ, the Life. 
° Key-word : “Know.” 


Key-text: “Hereby we do know that we know 
him” (2:3). 
Outline: 


Chapter 1. Fellowship. 
Chapter 2. Abiding. 
Chapter 3. Holiness. 
Chapter 4. Love. 
Chapter 5. Life. . 


This is the “Really and Truly” Epistle. Catch its 
confident, exultant spirit. John, who was very near 
to Jesus, leaning on his breast at the table, stand- 
ing up close to the cross on Calvary, looking 
into the empty tomb at the resurrection, lifted up on 
Patmos at last, so as to see even into the “door 
opened in heaven,” gives here his warm, eager testi- 
mony. We know! he says, we know! there is no 
possibility of doubt about it! “That which was from 
the beginning, which we have heard, which we have 
seen with our eyes, which wé have looked upon, and 
our hands have handled, of .the Word of life’— 
Jesus! We really and truly know Him. He is our 
life, our breath, our very being! This is John’s 
fervent witness. Can we make it ours? 


1. In Sweet Fellowship. “Truly our fellowship is 
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with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1: 


3). We walk together, we talk together, we live 
together. We eat at the same table. We are one 
family. God is my Father. Jesus Christ is my 


Elder Brother. “I am the child of a King!” Can 
you say it, friend? Do you know it? Then rejoice 
—this is Heaven on earth for you and me. 

2. In Constant Abiding. “Let that therefore 
abide in you, which have heard from the begin- 
ning” (2:24). Which means, Live with God, if you 
want him to live with you. How? “Keep his com- 
mandments.” And what are they? “And this is his 
commandment, That we should believe on the name 
of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another,as he 
gave us commandment” (3: 23),—live in faith and 
love, and dwell with God. Faith is the door open- 
ing in. Love is the door opening out. 

3. In Essential Holiness. “Ye know that he was 
manifested to take away our sins, and in him is no 
sin” (3:5), or, following the Greek order, Sin in 
him is not, has no place, no existence. Therefore 
live in Pye and be pure, absolutely pure. God hates 
sin and wants holiness. God takes away sin, and 
gives holiness. But be very humble and self-abased. 
All the holiness you have is the measure of Christ 
that is in you and abides. Therefore forget self and 
exalt Jesus. He is purity, and he alone can purify. 

4. In Reassuring Love. “He that loveth not knoweth 
not God; for God is love”-(4:8). Love is the first in- 
stinct of the renewed heart. ~ Brother, where did 
you get that love? From within? No, from Above. 
‘We love [Greek], because he first loved us” (v. 
19)—and so taught us how to love. And then taught 
us the gracious meaning of it, which is this (re- 
joice in it)—“every one that loveth is born of God” 
(v. 7). And what if a man love not? Alas, alas! 
He “knoweth not God”! 


5. In Satisfying Life. “He that hath the Son 
hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (5:12). There it is, the straightest, sharp- 
est, and strongest statement of Apostolic word. We 
have life in Christ! And this greatest gift in all 
the world —eternal life —has the greatest evidence 
in all the world, the witness of the Spirit within. 
Christian assurance! “And we know that the Son 
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of God is come, and hath given us an understanding” 
cy ae. Christian, have you understanding with 

0 
Marginal Notes 5 


George Fox was raised up of God to underscore 
in travail and trial three unique words of revelation, 
the witness within! Thank God for such a light: the 
faith of Christians has shone brighter ever since! 

Let us recall it again. “Martha, — she was a simple, 
Scripture-taught Swedish girl in the kitchen, who 
gave her pastor many clues to the faith, — “Martha, 
can a man be absolutely sinless?” Swift and suffi- 
cient her reply, “All, save his feet.” The lesson is 
plain. “He that is washed needeth not save to wash 
his feet.” Our spirits are wholly His, but remem- 
ber the poor sandaled feet that daily walk this earth. 
Keep under the Blood. 


Marked Texts 


“That which we have seen and heard declare we 
unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with 
us” (1:3), t. @., Along with us—but with Him — 
that is the main thing. 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another” (1:7). Read it 
one with the other, as the context implies (v. 6), and 
it will mean more. For only thus does the Blood 
keeping cleansing us “from all sin.” 

“If we confess” (1:9). There are five “If’s” here 
in these five verses, which led that discriminating 
exegete, Dr. Stifler, of Crozer, to say: This word is 
hence addressed to Christians —there is no if what- 
ever with sinners. They have no thought of con- 
fessing. 

“Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whoso- 
ever sinneth hath not seen him” (3:6). Make the 
two sentences. to balance — “Whosoever abideth in 
Him sinneth not: whosoever abideth in sin, seeth 
not.” Only the pure in heart see God. 

“He that is begotten of God keepeth himself” (5: 
18). Douay: “the generation of God preserveth him,” 
more literally: “His being begotten of God keeps 
him”—is his preservation. Are you His, wholly His? 
Very well; then. What is His, He keeps —and 
wholly keeps: keeps whole. 
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How the Epidemic Brought Blessing 


Salvation for the lost, new visions of service, restored health, protection f | fF 
false doctrine, and triumphs in Christ, that came with the * Flu” 





“What days these are! 


How ominous is the outlook! 


There is a. strange indif- 


ference to the voice of God as he speaks through the plague that is raging through 
our land with such disastrous effects, and yet the multitude of people refuse to 


hear his voice. 


Perhaps if, as a nation, we would humble. ourselves in the sight 


of God and confess our sins and shortcomings, and turn again to the paths trod 
by our fathers, it might yet please Him to remove the plague, and give us another 


opportunity for the saving of something out of the wreck,” 


This message came 


from a widely-known Christian leader in one of the Bible schools of the country. 

Do not the letters on this page, in reply to an editorial request asking what blessings 

have been received as a result of the plague, show how God is speaking to those 
who will listen to his voice? 


When My Son Was Healed, Then Taken.—Last 
September, my only and beloved son, a railroad engi- 
neer, had to undergo a serious operation, or die within 
a few days. In the meantime I was praying where I 
was, one hundred and fifty miles away, that noth- 
ing should be allowed to take my son out of this 
world unsaved in sin. I had prayed that prayer for 
years. While in prayer one day alone with God, the 
Holy Spirit definitely laid on my heart a climactic 
exercise of prayer and faith, which was an agony of 
joy accompanied by an assured conviction that the 
timehad now come for my son’s salvation to be an 
accomplished fact. I felt sure of it. 

A few days later I went to Buffalo, where he lay 
in a hospital, having undergone the operation, From 
this he very rapidly rallied and was practically re- 
covered, to the great surprise of the operating: sur- 
geon, who said he had never seen so bad and dan- 
gerous a case. But the great thing I was looking for 
so eagerly, I found to have come true. My son was 
gloriously and triumphantly saved, and filed with 
Joy in that. fact. 

spent soiie time with him in a new kind of most 
blessed fellowship, and told him how I felt that I 
had “received him back from the dead”; and that I 
could now say, “Lord, now let thou thy servant. de- 
part in peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.” 

Just a few days after arriving at my destination 
here in the South I received a message announcing 
the death of this son from an attack of the 
epidemic! He passed on in the triumphs of 
an unshakable faith, praying and praising God. 

My unspeakable sorrow, the very agony of my 
grief and breavement, was so transfigured and made 
luminous as to-be- literally “swallowed up in victory,” 
through the new and deeper trust and joy in God! 
My trouble did not come alone —God and it both 
came as inseparable, as is always so in the case of 


His trusting child: “I will be with him in trouble.”— 
A Minister of the Gospel. 


A Renewed Vow —and Life.—During the recent 
influenza epidemic, a young man was brought. back 
from death’s door, we believe, in answer to prayer. 
He had a vision of the Lord giving him one more 
chance if he would fulfil a vow made fifteen years 
ago to be a minister of the Gospel if God would at 
that time raise him from a long il!lness. God gave 
him his health then, but the man failed. Now he is 
preparing to follow where God leads.—A Believer. 


Saved from Pestilence in Army Camp.—“Thou 
shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day ; nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall-at thy side. 
and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not 
come nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou be- 
hold.”—Psa. 91: 5-8. 

I was an Army Y. M. C. A. secretary for fifteen 
months in an army camp and acting chaplain at times 
in a base hospital. God always protected me while 
visiting those afflicted with different diseases, some 
very dreadful, but when the epidemic broke out at 
our camp the boys were sent in by ftv numbers. 
My work increased, and with it the danger. 

At my home altar every day we prayed our Father 
to protect us. Of course I wore a mask and gown, 
but in the administration of my high calling I often 
had my mouth close to the patients and came in 
touch with them. But thanks be unto our Father, 
He protected me. Many a soul was led to Christ 
whom I hope to meet again. The sight and burden 
was heavy, visiting in the heat of the day, and towards 
evening holding funeral services at the undertaker’s. 

At times I felt that my nerves would give out; but 
His everlasting arms were around me. While there 
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about 1100 deaths during that time_in camp, 
the city in which we were living lost many, 
neither my wife nor little boy of four years, nor I 
myself, were ever laid up: “Praise the Lord, O my 
soul and all that is within me praise his holy name.”— 
AY. M. C. A. Secretary and Acting Chaplain. 


_ Driving a Minister to a New Ministry.—In my 
epidemic was raging early in last October. 
less Sunday or two passed and I began to 
my life, at least for the time being, was 
olutely thrown away. 

to ask myself what I am here for. That 
had called me to preach I never could doubt. 
I was failing to do so was easily laid on pres- 
rcumstances which I assured myself would very 
change. But weeks passed on, and from Sun- 
to Sunday as no church bell was heard I almost 
to be miserable. I said that God had called me 
preach and that I was still failing to do it. 
I began to look about me and saw that I was every 
y rubbing elbows with all kinds of lost men; that 
children and young pease all about. me were un- 
saved. About the middle of November J made a 
resolution to speak to at least one person about his 
relationship to Christ. 

It is a habit of mine to keep a day by day record 
of every detail of my work, so that I may give an 
account in my conference reports of every single 
transaction. is includes every duty a pastor is ex- 

ted to do. Under the head, “Presenting the 

ims of Christ to the Individual,” I report to date 
ame. At least ninety-five percent of them were un- 
sav 

A new enthusiasm and vision began to spread at 
once over every day of my Christian life, and I felt 
from the day it went into effect that, ban or no ban, 
I was doing what I was sent to do. I send this 

sonal note in the prayer that some one will read 
it, and, by the grace of the Christ, change, in this 
way, their own lives, while making lives also new 
around them—A Missouri Minister. 


Asking a Soul and Getting a Life!—When the: 
churches and schools were closed, my public minis- 
try was also at an end for the time being. An emer- 
gency hospital for influenza patients was being main- 
tained in one of the Public School buildings. Vol- 
unteer nurses were needed and I offered my services, 
thinking it would furnish a favorable opportunity 
for some personal evangelism, ‘ ‘ 

The way was immediately opened for such service, 
as head nurse assigned me, on the first night, to 
a patient who she eid could not dive until morning, 
and needed spiritual help. After explaining the plan 
of salvation, and prayer, the man accepted Christ, 
and then a wonderful thing happened! He began to 
improve and is now well and hearty, pursuing his 
daily vocation. Where we asked for a soul, it 
seems that God gave a life, as he is a comparatively 
young man. . 

I continued in this service for two weeks and fol- 
lowed each patient.with home visitation, until, with 
one exception, all-accepted Christ. It was not diffi- 
cult to do effective personal work during those days, 
for through affliction and bereavement their hearts 
were made responsive. I would like to join The Sun- 
day School Times family in prayer that we all may 
continue, with faith and joy, to do more personal 
evangelism, for which we have such abundant oppor- 
tunity —An Oklahoma Minister. 


Saved from “Science,” and a Lesson to Parents.— 
A little girl ten years of age in our Sunday-school 
was given up to die by two physicians, after a three- 
weeks’ case of influenza and pneumonia. The par- 
ents were about persuaded by relatives to try Chris- 
tian Science as a last resort. Not knowing their de- 
cision about this, the Lord seemed to lay it on my 
heart to make a hurried call to see the child, and 
after arriving at the home a woman of the Christian 
Science cult came into the room where I had just 
concluded a brief, simple prayer, asking the Lord to 
lay his own healing hand upon the child if it could 
be done for his glory alone. 

And the first expression of the mother, immediately 
followed by the father of the child to the woman 
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who had called to give the child treatment was, 


“Our minister has just been praying with our little 
girl, and for the first time in two weeks ‘she is 
rallying and giving signs of a complete change for 
the better, and we have decided not to let you treat 
her with your science.” The woman proceeded to de- 
fend herself and her cult, ignoring all that was said 
to her, but in a few minutes left the house in a very 
abrupt manner. The child is now well and attend- 
ing the church and Sunday-school regularly with her 
parents, who had neglected the church for a num- 
ber of years.—A Chicago Pastor. 


A Whole Church Family Kept.—When the plague 
first made its appearance in our county we began 
to ask and trust God for protection from its con- 
tagion. We simply believed God could keep us as 
in the hollow of his hand, no matter how the influ- 
enza raged about us. And this he did in a marvel- 
ous way. 

When the churches in Albany and Troy were closed 
for several weeks, and the same thing obtained in 
our rural cOmmunities, where two~ hundred persons 
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in a village of five hundred were stricken and there 
were cogs hc aggeve ‘we in this church did not have 
a’ single th nor any cases. Not a service was 
omitted. We sang and praised God from whom all 
blessings flow. Our Heavenly Father has surely kept 
the pestilence from our dwelling—A New York 
State Pastor. 


Prayer Assurance for Her Sons’ .—The 
p e had laid its devastating hand on our city, and 
realizing the danger to which my sons, two active 
business men, were exposed, I sougl.t communion 
with Him to whom I take all problems. However, 
before I had spoken came this assurance, “The plague 
shall not come nigh thee,” not spoken in words audi- 
ble to the natural ear, yet perfectly so tq the spiritual 
consciousness. The promise in Isaiah 65:24, “Before 
they call I will answer, and while they are yet speak- 
ing I will hear,” was certainly fulfilled to me. 

nly those who have had like precious experiences 
can understand the wonderfulness of such a bless- 
ing, and with what profound and loving gratitude the 
heart pours out its grateful thanksgiving. Though 
exposed daily to the plague, neither my sons nor two 
friends, in my own home, equally exposed, had it.— 
A Colorado Mother. 


When the Malady Fled from the Presence.—In- 
deed there were blessings given me through battling 
with influenza. My husband was stricken with the 
suddenness characteristic of the disease, and, while 
listening to the explicit directions of the physician, I 
recall that there went forth a great longing for 
strength and an earnest hope that I might not be 
ill, for there was no nurse to be had, nor had I a 
cook! There came to me the clear assurance that I 
would not have it and never for one moment did 
that feeling leave me. I was able to sleep several 
hours each night, and there was given me such a 
feeling of refreshment when I would awaken at. just 
the right time. But the disease attacked me every night 
for nearly two weeks. I could recognize it as being 
made by a messenger of the devil: Sometimes it was 
in the greatly increased heart beat. One night it 
was so strong that my body seemed like a bowl of 


batter being beaten by a big spoon. Again and again ° 


it would be a-terribly chilly feeling. Each time it 
was given to me to lie quiet, knowing that I would 
really not be ilt; and after a few moments invariably 
sleep came and with waking moment a renewed sense 
of dependence and His willingness to bless beyond 
my asking. 

It was beautiful to me. I hope it may mean some- 
thing to somebody else, I want to say that neither 
my soldier son, returning from overseas during the 
epidemic, nor another person now completing “my 
household, had the disease.—A Georgia Reader. 


Blessing. for. Two Friends. —I have one personal 
friend that has found the truth and blessings of the 
Victorious Life by being alone with God during a 
few ‘days’ illness with the influenza. I also have an- 
other friend who has accepted Christ as her Saviour 
during her illness: with it—An Ohio Reader. 


It Blessed this Church Spiritually.—Personally 
the epidemic-was a great blessing to me, although 
my affliction was severe indeed. My oldest son, six- 
teen, was taken on November fourth, and my oldest 
daughter, eighteen, came near succumbing at the 

*same time. A month overseeing an emergency hos- 
pital; visiting from house to house praying with the 
sick and dying; the church closed for one month. 

The result to me: has been the deepening of my 
personal spiritual life to a degree beyond anything 
before experienced. In the church I find that the 
afflictions through which we as a community have 
gone have deepened the whole spiritual tone of both 
my.churches to a degree easy to be seen. Out- 
siders also show that they have noticeably softened 
toward meas a minister of the Gospel as a result 
of the epidemic. 

I have no hesitation in saying that our churches 
have profited beyond measure through the affliction 
which came to us. This is as it should be (Heb. 12: 
11; 1 Cor. 11:31, 32). 

I do not know or think that this is the universal 
condition the country over. I am quite inclined to 
think quite the reverse is the case where “reconstruc- 
tion” theories are preached. The Second Coming 
and dispensational truth are constantly preached in 
my church. I do not mean by this that I harp on 
such th mes, but such truths are preached season- 
ably, however.—A Methodist Pastor. 


A Whole Family Brought to Christ.—A city home 
was stricken, and a ‘young couple, and two babes 
were ill, The youthful mother was fighting for life 
with double pneumonia; her infant had died in a 
sister’s home, but the parents were too ill to know 
that fact. A nurse was sent on special night duty over 
the crisis. The second night, one question revealed 
the longing of the mother’s heart to know Christ. In 
a few minutes’ talk, like a weary child finding its 
mother’s breast she took Him, and rested there. A 
few days later her husband was able to come and 
Sit beside her, and she told him how she wanted him 
to enter in also, that they might have a Christian 
home together, should her life be’ spared. 

After she found Jesus,“she was never: delirious, 
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but there seemed little chance of recovery. How- 
ever, others were praying. Soon her husband entered 
into Life Eternal, and added his prayers to ours 
and her own. “Looking unto Jesus,” was the watch- 
word that week. Just as the whistles were blowing 
and bells ringing in rejoicing over the armistice on 
November 11, her pulse and respiration dropped dur- 
ing sleep to a safer rate. The news brought a fer- 
vent “Thank God” -from the young husband. 

_ Speefly convalescence followed. They are-now re- 
joicing in the wealth that came Crome suffering, con- 
tent to know God’s will was best. Praise His name! 
—Your Co-workers in Canada. 


God’s Thought of a Stricken Mountain School. 
—During the past four months our Christian school 
for mountain children, Nacoochee Institute, has been 
staggering under a series of unprecedented epidemics. 
The ravages of influenza were fierce, but other serious 
sickness invaded both school and neighborhood. For 
a long time it has been clear that we could not 
go forward without some better provision being 


_ made for the care of the sick. We had much prayer 


for this and other problems. When the second out- 
break of influenza came, a meeting of our workers 
was called’ to discuss emergency measures. It was 
the general opinion that the only thing that we could 
possibly do was to close school and get every one 
away as quickly as it could be done. Of course we 
were all feeling very blue over the situation. 

Within a few minutes of the time the —decision 
was reached, three telegrams were handed to me. 
One of these read: “Hospital fund unanimously 
voted to Nacoochee.” This came from the presi- 
dent of a hospital organization in Atlanta, reporting 
the decision made that day for the purpose of dis- 
posing of an unused balance which had been out 
on interest for the past ten years. This hospital 
fund was given with the understanding that a total 
of $10,000 be raised and this entire amount be used 
at once in erecting and equipping a hospital for the 
school and the community. Our workers’ meetin 
was immediately transformed into one of praise an 
Ceahapivins. 

As I record this testimony we have deposited in 
the bank a check which came a few days later for 
$4,705.72 and also a check for $1,000 received from 
a lady in another State to whom no appeal had been 
made, with the following note: “ Having heard that 
you were trying to get up funds with which to build 
a hospital, I am enclosing a check to be used in that 
way.” Surely these experiences are, from the Lord 
and through them his voice is declaring his will — 
that we take fresh courage and with renewed faith 
go forward.—John Knox Coit, Superintendent, Sau- 


tee, Ga. 
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Watch-Night with the Marines 


WHat do Marines care for the Bible? _ Are they 
interested in prayer? Cana watch-night ser- 
vice be held in a camp of Marines? Have these 
splendid fellows, whose motto is “Semper Fidelis” and 
whose wonderful record of service during the war 
just closéd may be summed up in these words, “First 
to fight and last to quit,” any relish for the things 
of the Spirit? 

The answer all in one to these questions is a watch- 
night meeting that was held in the “Y” hut in the U. S.-: 
Marine Camp at Quantico, Va. 

Elaborate preparations had been made for New 
Year’s Eve by the Post Recreational Committee. A 
band concert and enlisted men’s dance had been ar- 
ranged te be held in the large post gymnasium, and 
“taps” suspended so inat those who felt so inclined 
might dance the old year out and the new year in. 
The leading editorial in: The Sunday School Times 
of December 28 brought a helpful suggestion to the 
Director of Bible Study in the “Y,” and it was an- 
nounced that a watch-night service would be held in 
the Bible class room of the Y. M. C. A. at 11.30 
P. M., December 31, and that all who were inter- 
ested were cordially invited. This invitation was 
posted on the various bulletins about the camp and 
given publicity in numerous other ways. 

The regular evening Bible study was held at 7 
o’clock (Bible classes are held every night in the week 
and twice on Sunday in this hut), and at 11.30 o’clock 
the men again. gathered in the room until it was 
fairly filled, every one seemingly deeply interested 
and expectant. The Scripture message was from 
Luke 13:6-9, and a few brief comments were made 
by the leader, upon the idea of usefulness, emphasiz- 
ing the fact contained in the lesson, that if our lives 
had hitherto been unfruitful, there was offered by 
his grace, another opportunity, “this year also.” It 
was suggested that testimony be given, life purposes 
be declared and dedication be made to God, so that 
in his strength the new year might be one of great 
usefulness. Promptly, one after another, these 
Marines spoke feelingly of past mistakes and future 
purposes, asked for and offered fervent prayers, and 
the meeting continued without pause for a full hour 
with a rising tide of spiritual blessing, until practi- 
cally every one present had contributed something 
helpful. 

One bright young Hospital Corps man said that 
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the whole paspors of his life had been changed as 
a result of the Bible study class he had attended. 
Others gave similar testimony. Some of these men 
will soon leave the service of Uncle Sam as Marines, 
to serve their country just as truly in the Gospel 
ministry, or in some home or foreign mission field, 
and they freely expressed their gratitude to the “Y” 
for the valuable and constructive Bible study courses 
they had been able to attend. Some are leaving for 
college or’ Bible institute to continue their prepara- 
tion for Christian work. 

One clear-eyed young Marine, wearing the badge 
of expert rifleman, said he had been in camp a little 
over three months and had attended one hundred 
Bible study sessions. He came because he liked to. 
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Another young man when bidding the leader of the 
watch-night meeting “good-night” and shaking hands 
with him, left something in his hand with the word; 
“That is my last.” It proved to be a cigarette. Not a 
word had been said about tobacco. The Spirit must 
have spoken to him. Several of these young men 
are in the habit of tithing their pay and all are 
ready to respond generously to any call upon their 
slender income. 

_ Thus can be seen the power of the Word over 
lives yielded to its teachings, illustrating four things 
the Bible is “able” to do: “Save,” James 1: 21; “make 
wise,” 2 Timothy 3:15; “build up,” Acts 20:32; and 
“give inheritance,” Acts 20: 32—By Louis W. Kinaly, 

uantico, Va. 








| ‘The Kindergartner and Her Mission Class 


Helpful suggestions for bad weeks, and a good method 
to swell attendance 





flicts of opinion between some of her pupils 

and herself, the Kindergartner decided to win 
the sympathy of the parents before crises came. She 
was already known in the homes of those whom she 
taught during the week. It remained to call upon 
those whom she had upon Sunday alone. Such calls! 
How she wished that her assistants were with her! 
There would then be less thinking of the noisy boys 
as “perfect terrors” and “regular cases.” To her 
the wonder was that they could be as good as they 
were. . 
In Henry’s home she sat in the one general family 
room, with the family washing cn the lines over 
her head, and every now and then felt a falling drop 
from the toes of Henry’s ragged stockings. The 
air was close and steamy. “Henry’s out around here 
somewhere,” she was told. “That boy seems pos- 
sessed to be out o’ doors, even such weather as 
this.” 

George’s mother said they meant to bring him up 
to be good. “Only yesterday,” she added, “his pa 
give him an awful horsewhippin’ for climbin’ on our 
new fence. I do try so hard to keep him neat, and 
it does seem as though I no more’n got him cleaned 
up good, than he gets to playin’ with somethin’ and 
is a regular sight.” 

Two homes had to be reached by passing through 
beer saloons. Here she was treated with the ut- 
most courtesy, being recognized at once by the pro- 
prietors, who set an example of deference to their 
patrons. In one place she was entertained in. the 
free lunch room, which appeared to be also the family 
parlor, The three children, the father, and mother 
were all there. “My man, he tink a pile of: his chil- 
dren,” said the little mother, when the father left 
the room, “but, oh, dese mens dey don’t know how 
to be good to dere vives!” 

When the father returned it was with full wine- 
glasses for the party. After the Kindergartner had 
finally managed to decline hers without giving offense, 
it was handed to the little boy of four, who had 
already emptied one. Small wonder that the child 
was feeble-minded and unmanageable! 

What did they talk about? The weather, the new 
paving, the last fire, and then a little about Sun- 
day-school. The principal thing was to have the 
parents realize that the Kindergartner cared for them 
and their children, and that she was not “stuck up.” 
Being “stuck up,” yo: know, is a dreadful sin. 

One more thing she did. She got Ernest, indiffer- 
ent Ernest, to teach her how to play marbles. They 
found a good place in the kindergarten yard and 
had several spectators. She did not become a bril- 
liant player, but she learned to understand the game, 
and made it clear that she would never play for 
keeps. It also came out that she would not play mar- 
bles on Sunday, if she were a boy. This proved to 
be a master stroke. Her small boys had never be- 
fore been able to talk “dubs” and “fens” with young 
ladies, and it was a strong bond. The next Sunda 
she was presented with one “agate,” one “common,” 
and a “blue brandy” by various members of her 
class. This last came from Peter and was sstiil 
warm from his pocket, he having cherished it there 
until the last minute. It was the choicest treasure 
of his small collection, and the Kindergartner had 
never received a gift which gave her keener pleasure. 
Then, because those who give much also love much, 
Peter became her sure reliance, and one more “reg- 
ular terror” was lost in the right way. 

It was not long after the coming of the Kinder- 
gartner to the Mission that the annual election of 
officers put a new Superintendent in charge of the 
school. He was a man who for some years had con- 
ducted a most successful private school for boys, 
and he assumed his new duties in a strenuous way. 

Under his vigorous new administration many 
changes were made. Classes were subdivided and 
new teachers called for. The Kindergartner offered 


J ties oF that there were likely to be con- 


to give up all help but that of the Reliable Assistant. 
It has to be noted that the infents improved in de- 


ortment at once when this was done. Even the 

eliable Assistant was asked to be as unobtrusive as 
possible, and the pupils were made to feel responsi- 
ble for the order of the room. It was surprising 
how well they did. 

After hair-pulling and kindred diversions ceased, 
more young children were enrolled, and among these 
several very dainty little girls. It was a risky experi- 
ment, but the Kindergartner put these new-comers 
under the especial care of her toughest boys. There 
is a wonderful power in calm assurance, and not a 
single boy had the courage to remonstrate when 
she said, “I want Christine to have a particularly good 
time in Sunday-school, so that she will be sure to 
come again; so I am going to ask you to sit by her 
and show her when to stand and when to sit, and 
about dropping in her offering, you know.” Neither 
did a single boy fail to live up to his resporisibilities 
and reach for the time being a higher ‘standard of 
gentleness and manliness. Such is the power of the 
eternal feminine —Clara Dillingham Pierson, Stan- 
ton, Mich. 

we 


Sunburst — After a Black Day 


HERE were weeks when the Infants were good 

and sweetly serious. There were others when 
moods were wrong, and not even the greatest -prepa- 
ration and effort could unify and hold to:a high level 
of: attention and thought over a hundred restless 
children of alleys and streets. Over-a hundred, for 
the class had grown, and shortly before. Christmas 
it even, reached a hundred and twenty-five. Rain 
did not daunt them, and, poorly protected as they 
were, there was an attendance of seventy on stormy 
days. Sometimes the Kindergartner wished that they 
would be a trifle less regular, as when Edwin came 
with red flannel around his mumpy face, and little 
Swiss Barbara blossomed out with the measles in the 
building. 

Poor little Jennie Halstead came in a state of great 
excitability, too, after a family row, and she was often 
too hungry to keep steady until the Reliable Assist- 
ant had taken her aside to the cracker bag. It was 
Jennie who announced one Sunday .that “Manvel 
[her brother] had gone to de teeater stid er, Sunday- 
school, and Isidore had been put away for tree 
months [another brother sent to prison].” 

But the blackest day was one on which Benhart, 
Henry, and Frankie, three of the original ringleaders, 
backslid disgracefully. They came late, and had 
been sliding on a frozen gutter. They were red, dis- 
heveled, and very snorty. That whole lesson hour was 
a competition between this trio and the Kindergart- 
ner for the attention of the class, It might fairly 
be said that the latter won, but it was a close com- 
petition and exhausting for her. The lesson having 
been begtin before they entered, it was impossible to 
quiet them without creating a break in the teaching 
even more disastrous than the noise. At the close 
of the session she said, “I wish Benhart, Henry, and 
Frankie to remain for a few minutes.” 

The Kindergartner saw the other Infants to the 
gate and returned leisurely. The silence of the 
deserted room had begun to have its subduing effect. 
“Let us bring our chairs close together,” said she. 
“I want to talk with you and get your advice.” She 
counted rightly on the effect of an unknown word 
just then.- “I want you boys to tell me what was 
the matter with our class to-day. We did not have 
so happy a time or so good a lesson as we have had 
other weeks. Do you suppose it was my fault? I 
studied a long time on the lesson, and I was here 
promptly. I did the very best I could, and yet things 
went wrong. Now, what was the matter?” 

When she began her little talk, the boys had in- 
stinctively taken dignified and judicial attitudes. Now 
they began to look very self-conscious, but it was 
encouraging to notice that not one glanced at his 
fellows to see what they meant to do. At last Henry 
blurted out, “I pulled Katy’s hair!” 
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“Oh,” said the Kindérgartner, “so that was what 
made her cry; but she wouldn’t tell on you.” 

“I sat on Robbie’s cap,” said Frankie. 

“And hunting for that was what made us wait so 
long for our march,” said the Kindergartner. 

It was Benhart’s turn now, and he hung his head and 
spoke in a very low voice. “I kicked that iron thing 
[the register],” said he. 

“Thank you,” said the Kindergartner. “I think we 
can understand it all now. So it wasn’t my fault 
“-' all, boys?” 

< o’m ” 


“Nor the fault of the other children?” 
“No’m.” 


G . 

“Then can’t you make the other Sundays better? 
You are three of my biggest boys, you know, and it 
is too bad to have our Sunday-school spoiled for 
the rest.” 

“Yes’m! We will!’ We'll be all right! Sure!” 
Then they arose shook hands and departed. That 
was their last fall, at least their last conspicuous fall, 
from grace. 

George was wilfully, sucteaponenele, and persist- 
ently annoying one Sunday. Even a public admoni- 
tion did not subdue him, although so unusual a pro- 
ceeding left the other children much impressed. It 
was’ the only time that they" had ever known the 
Kindergartner — to speak a pupil’s name out in 
reproof. At last she stopped short in teaching the 
lesson, looked steadily at the offender, and said, 
“George, you may take your cap and leave Sunday- 
school. Walk quietly through the main room.” 
George walked, with drooping head and cheeks 
aflame. The Infants were aghast. Frankie and Henry, 
whose faces became easily suffused, turned rosy-red 
from their sense of class disgrace. It is safe -to 
say that a fear of horsewhipping kept him from com- 
plaining at home, and the Kindergartner saw him at 
the close of the session and had a kind but exceed- 
ingly businesslike talk with him. 

After he had left the room, she said to the other 
Infants, “When George has had time to think about 
the way he has acted, he will be very much ashamed, 
just as we are ashamed-for him. I think it would be 
kind of you never to say anything to him about it. 
How many will remember this?” 

All the hands went up, and then she continued. the 
lesson. The Infants were as good as their implied 
promise, and George was neither twitted nor given 
a chance to profess indifference. The next week he 
was there before the doors opened.—Clara Dilling- 
ham. Pierson, Stanton, Mich. 


Joining the Ontimers’ Club 


‘ST WONDER how many of us belong to some kind 

of a club,” began the superintendent one morn- 
ing at Sunday-school. “Perhaps some of you belong 
to more than one; but how many want. to join a 
new one?” he continued. “Next Sunday morning 
we are goifig to organize a new club in our school, 
and as many of you as wish to may be members. 
We'd like you all on our roll. How many of you 
want to belong?” 

He did not say, “Put up your hands,” but the faces 
before him told that most of his audience were 
interested. 

“Well, this is to be the Ontimers’ Club, and those 
who get here by 9.45 o’clock sharp will be counted 
as members. Mr. Coon will be the leader of the club 
and see that you get your cards. How many of ‘you 
can we count on to be here? Put up your hands.” 

Up went the hands all over the house. 

The next Sunday morning by 9.45 the room was 
well filled with Ontimers. The first boys to arrive 
were greeted by the leader and made his aids for 
the day. They were stationed at the two doors 
of the assembly room with cards that read, “Ger 
Here Earty” Crus, and had a place for the 
name and address of the person receiving each. One 
of these they were instructed to give to each ‘arrival 
who came before the first strains of the piano were 
heard. 

When the records were made up, these cards were 
signed by the recipients and put into class envetopes. 
At the close of the session the number of Ontimers 
for the day was announced. Each Sunday the growth 
of the club was noted with interest. At the end of the 
month the names of all members with a perfect rec- 
ord were read to the school; and at the end of the 
quarter those who had been on time during the whole 
period were displayed on a bulletin board. 

The interest was kept alive by a friendly rivalry 
between classes, to see which could keep up the most 
perfect record; and, from time to time, by the use 
of posters that bore some such legend as the fol- 
lowing: 

“Do Your Bit: Join the Get Here Earty Crus.” 

“Our ScHoor Put It ‘Over the Top’—Join the 
OntTIMER’s CLuB.” 

“ALL the WortH Wuute Peropre Are Joining the 
OntiMer’s CLus: BE AN ONTIMER.” 

“Don’t be a Slacker: Entist WiTH THE ONTIMERS.” 


In this way a marked increase was made in punc- 
tuality, and many were helped to form the “ontime” 
habit—Esther Reeks, Boulder, Col. 
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LESSON 5. MAY 4. MAN MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 
~ Genesis I : 26-28; 2: 7-9; Ephesians 4 : 20-24 
Golden Text.—God created man in his own image.—Genesis 1 : 27 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 
ELL of the question, and the striking reply, 
that passed between a great surgeon and a French 
prime minister, as given in the Illustration 


~ Round-Table (1). It will suggest to the class at the 


outset how true it is that men, all men, are made in 
the image of God. . ; ; 

Then give the further illustration of this same 
truth, in the discovery of archeology, as given in 
the Round-Table (4). 

Our Background Material 

How many times, and in what incidents, did our 
Lord Jesus during his earthly ministry exhibit his 
control or dominion over the natural world, — ani- 
mal creation and the elements? See how many in- 
Stances the class can think of. Then give the cases 
mentioned by Mr. Banks, as to the unbroken colt, 
the fish, the fowl, ete. Christ, “the last Adam,” 
exercised on earth that “dominion” over the natural 
creation which. God- gave to the first Adam and 
which he lost through sin. —~ 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, ‘are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references, 

Who made man? “God,” probably the class will 
answer. But we know that God is in three persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Have we any light 
as to which of these three persons, or whether more 
than one, made man? Let the class discuss this. 

“ Let us make man in our image, after our like- 
néss,” says the first verse of our lesson. So more 
than one person of the Trinity appears in creation; 
that all three of the Trinity appear in the first cha 
ter of Genesis is shown by Dr. Griffith. Thomas &, 
1). The one through whom all creative work was 
done is Christ! Have John 1:3 and Colossians 1: 
16, 17 read aloud in class. ‘ 

What is the “image” of God, His likeness, in which 
man was made? It was a spiritual image and like- 
ness, certainly; this is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(1, 2). But was that “image” of God in which man 
was made: limited to tre spirit? The inspired record 
does not say so; for after declaring that man was to 
be made in the image of God, man is created as body, 
soul, and spirit. And there is good reason to believe 
that all that there was of man, including the three 
parts of his being, was in the image ef God. We 
know that the design for the human body in which 
God was to be incarnate was prepared for Him, back 
in- the councils of eternity: “Wherefore when he 
cometh into the world, he saith, 


Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 
“But a body didst thou prepare for me” (Heb. 10: 5). 


We may well believe that the body for the incarna- 
tion of Christ was the model or pattern for the body 
of Adam; and that therefore when “God created man 
in his own image,” Adam was given the image or 
likeness of the very body prepared long before for 
the Son of God as the Son of man. 

God intended Adam and the race of man to be, 
under the Lordship of Christ, in complete dominion 
over the natural creation. Before the fall, no animal 
could attack or injure man; no animal wanted to. 
Think of the tragic difference since the sin and. fall 
of Adam and in him of the whole human race! God’s 
original plan was rejected and wrecked by sin. That 
man has lost his dominion over the natural world by 
sin is shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 3). Only 
after the fall, and after the flood, did God direct 
that animals should be food for men (Gen. 9:3), 
together with the fruit of the ground there men- 
tioned. And at that time God declared that animal 
creation should fear and dread mankind (Gen. 9:2). 
Before the fall the animal creation evidently did not 
fear and dread man, though man had rightful domin- 
ion over them. Fear is a product of sin. 

Make plain to the class the fundamental differ- 
ence between the fallacious and unscriptural though 
popular idea of the ascent of man, or evolution; and 
the tragedy plainly recorded in the Word of God, 
the fall of man, his descent and degeneration from 
that condition in which God started the human race. 
People like to believe in the idea of the ascent of 
man, of course; it appeals to their natural pride. The 
fact of the descent and fall of man exposes our deg- 
radation, and our need of a Saviour, — it is the “of- 
fense of the Cross” (1 Cor. 1:23). The Lésson Car- 
toon shows, in impressive contrast, the truth and the 
untruth here. : 

The relation of Evolution to the Bible and Chris- 
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Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the heavens, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 And 
God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him; male and female created he therm. 28 And 
God blessed them: and God said unto them, Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the heavens, and over every living thing that 
2moveth upon the earth. 

2:7 And Jehovah God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and man became a living soul. 8 And Jehovah God 
planted a garden eastward, in Eden; and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. g And out of the ground made 
Jehovah God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst 
of — garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
ev 

Ephesians 4 : 20 But ye did not so learn Christ; 21 if so be 
that ye heard him, and were taught in him, éven as truth 
is in Jesus: 22 that ye put away, as concerning your former 
manner of life, the old man, that waxeth corrupt after the 
lusts of deceit; 23 and that ye be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind, 24 and put on the new man, *that after 
pete been created in righteousness and holiness of 
truth. 


1Or, creepeth *Or, that is after God, created, etc. 
American Revision gopyright, z901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








tianity was fully discussed in two editorials by Dr. 
Griffith Thomas in The Sunday School Times of 
September. 8 and 15, 1917; these articles have been 
brought ‘together in a useful pamphlet, — entitled 
“What About’ Evolution?” (Bible Institute Colport- 
age Association, 826 N. La Salle Street, Chicago, 10 
cents net), and may well be secured by every mem- 
ber of classes of adults or young people. 

Man’s spiritual relationship to God, that part of 
the image of God in which man was created, was lost 
ae sin, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 5) shows. 
Man lost his God-life by sin. The natural, unregen- 
erate and sinful man to-day has none of the spiritual 
life of God: He and God are not spiritually in the 
relationship of son and Father. But now comes the 
Good News. The wreckage caused by the first Adam 
is more than repaired by the last Adam. The calam- 
ity brought into the world by the first man is re- 

laced—for those who believe — by the glory brought 

into the world by “the second man” (1 Cor. 15: 45, 47), 
—Christ, our Saviour and Redeemer. “As many as 
received him, to them gave he the right to become 
children of God, even to them that believe .on his 
name” (John 1:12). 

Christ at his first coming brought all those who 
believe into the spiritual family of God. At his sec- 
ond coming he will complete his redemption, his 
undoing of the wreckage of sin, and restore man- 
kind’s dominion over natural creation as he restores 
Eden conditions on earth (Isa. 11:6-9). See what 
Mr. Banks says as to the prophecy of this. 


The Truth That Is Golden 


The first man Adam, by his sin, condemned the en- 
tire human race to living in a sinful nature, “the old 
man,” which is hopelessly sinful, can do nothing 
but sin, and is in enmity against God. 

The last Adam, coming into the sin-wrecked world 
where sin unthinkably abounds, wrought such a glori- 
ous work of redemption, making grace to abound 
more exceedingly (Rom. 5:20), that “whosoever 
will” can, by faith in him, “put away ... the old man” 
(Eph. 4: 22-24), and “put on the new man, that after 
God hath been created in righteousness and holiness 
of truth.” The Adam-wrecked old man, the natu- 
ral man, left to himself, has no hope and is without 
God in the world (Eph. 2:12). The new man, by 
the finished work of the last Adam, is instantaneously 
delivered and empowered to walk in newness of life. 
We who believe are restored — not to the condition of 
Adam before the fall; we are lifted infinitely higher 
than that. We are, in Christ, not merely conquerors 
but “more than conquerors” (Rom. 8:37). All that 
is Christ’s is ours, “joint-heirs with Christ” (Rom. 8: 
17; John 17: 22, 23; Eph. 1:3). 


Teaching Points 
How one notorious criminal put off ‘the old man is 
shown in the Illustration Round-Table (3). 


Fundamental differences between the bodily powers 
of men and of animals, — differences incapable of be- 
ing explained by ordinary evolution (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 2, 4). 

Faint pene, in the present achievements of 
even sinful. men, of that dominion over nature that 
will come at Christ’s coming (Mr. Ridgway, 1). 

That breath of life that God breathed into Adam’s 
nostrils (Gen. 2:7) has never been reproduced or 
evolved or accomplished by science; it never will be 
and never can be. Life can never come out of the in- 
animate. Life can be transmitted ,only from the 
living, as in the reproduction of species. In this the 
presence of God as the origin of life, and the super- 
natural creative act of God as the giver of life, is 
the only explanation. 

_ We must not try to build a theory of vegetarian- 
ism for man to-day on God’s providing of the fruit 


‘of the ground as food for Adam. Vegetarianism was 


God’s plan for man before the fall; after the fall 
God, for his own good reasons, added to this the 
instruction that man should eat animal food (Gen. 9: 


Christ does not repair sinful men ; he starts them over 
again with an utterly new life (illustration Round- 
Table, 2). 

Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why did God create man? 


In what different respects was man created in the 
image of God? 


What evidence have we to-day that God formed man 
of the dust of the ground? 


What is the difference between soul and spirit? 


What more does the Bible tell us about the tree 
‘i and the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evi 


What is “the old man”? 


What is the best proof that one has “put on the 
new man”? 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principte or Depuction.—The process 
of reasoning down from an accepted truth to 
its applications and implications. 











“Vy Bose is this image and superscription?” was 
the inquiry of the Master when they brought 
him the penny. When they said “Caesar’s,” his 
direction to them was: “Render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s.” Man made in the image of God, how- 
ever marred that image, cannot escape the applica- 
tion of this truth to himself. He belongs by right 
to Him whose image was placed upon him. 

The lesson contains a number of truths whose 
acceptance implies conclusions for our living to-day. 
Does that account for the fact that men are so 
ready to consign this God-given record of creation 
to the realm of myth? If God was back there in 
the beginning, and if “He which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female,” then what 
of our loose divorce laws and our tolerance of polyg- 
amy, espécially in the light of what Christ himself 
taught? Again, what application does the original 
and unrepealed command of God to our first par- 
ents to be fruitful and multiply have to our present 
manner of life and our patronizing smile at the 
mention of the “Rooseveltian family”? 

Again, the lesson as it is presented to us in the 
concluding portion asserts the need for a new crea- 
tion “after God in righteousness and true holiness.” 
This of itself would compel us to believe that some- 
thing had happened to the original creation made in 
the image of God., The result of this. disaster is 
that man, originally made in the image of God, has 
become “corrupt according to the lusts of deceit.” 
What was this terrible calamity and how did it 
come about? Look for the answer in the next les- 
son; but in this lesson stress the “good news” of 
the new creature in Christ as a present possibility 
for the man who has lost the original image of God. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—After four lessons on God, our 
Father, Saviour, and Comforter, it is natural to con- 
sider the Bible teaching about man in order to 
realize what God purposed and planned for him. In 
view of the next lesson, on Sin, it will be wise to 
avoid as far as possible any detailed reference to 
the results of evil in human nature, though it can- 
not be overlooked entirely, because of the passage 
now given from the Apostle Paul. 


Books.—Most Commentaries on Genesis deal fully 
with these passages referring to man’s original crea- 
tion in God’s image, and for the passage in Ephe- 
sians attention should be given Mg og @ to the Com- 
mentary in the Cambridge Bible for Schools by the 
Bishop of Durham (Dr. Moule) (G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, New York). For all questions connected with 
these earlier chapters of Genesis and. modern thought 
the best book is “God’s ee, in Man,” by Dr. Janes 
Orr (Geo. H. Doran Co., New York, $1.50). 


I. The Leszon’s Main Message ; 

Man’s Creation (Gen, 1:26). After the creation 
of the world in general, special emphasis is given 
to God’s creation of man, as indicated by the Divine 
deliberation and decree. The plural, “let us make 
man,” is best explained as a reference to the fulness 
of God’s Being, which was afterward more definitely 
revealed in the doctrine of the Trinity in the New 
Testament. In Genesis 11:7 and Isaiah 6:8 there 
are similar uses of the plural. It should not be over- 
looked that in this chapter there is mention of God’s 
Spirit (v. 2) and of the utterance of God’s creative 
Word (“God said”). These agree with the later 
revelation of God as a Trinity of subsistences or Per- 
sons in one Being. From the first, therefore, we are 
reminded that God is, as it were, no isolated Being, 
but living and social in his Divine selationships. (1) 

Man’s Dignity (v. 26). The words, “in our image, 
after our likeness,” mark man as distinct from the 
lower creation. Of course, this “image and like- 
ness” of God is not to be understood of bodily form, 
since it refers to One who is Spirit (John 4:24). 
In Colossians 3:10 and Ephesians 4:23, 24, Paul 
explains the meaning of the words by showing that 
the image and_ likeness consisted in the possession 
of a spiritual nature, in addition to man’s bodily 
part, and that this spiritual nature was a combina- 
tion of intellectual and moral faculties. Yet even 
man’s body is distinct from the beasts, in his capac- 
ity of erectness and also in his possession of speech. 
These two features are incapable of being explained 
by ordinary evolution. (2) 


Man’s Dominion (vs. 26-28). This is one of the 
results of man’s creation_in God’s image. First 
comes likeness in character and then likeness in 
authority. Man, partly animal and partly spiritual, 
as God’s representative was to have the dominion 
over all created things, and he received the com- 
mandment to “be fruitful, and multiply, and replen- 
ish the earth, and subdue . it.” While to-day the 
world sees a great deal of the fulfilment of this 
desire in the way in which man overcomes difficulties 
and makes various scientific inventions and discoveries 
to be his servant, yet this is only in the realm of 
matter, and it is necessary to remember that in the 
moral realm man has lost this dominion by sin. (3) 


Man’s Life (Gen. 2:7-9). This chapter gives the 
details--of the creation described generally in the 
preceding section and tells of what man really con- 
sists. The main features which make men different 
from the lower animals are reason, language, and 
conscience, for in these there is a moral element 
which is wholly different from anything that can 
be discovered in other animals. Animals have what 
may be called an elementary power of reasoning, 
yet nothing like the capacity in this respect 
possessed by man, while in regard to language there 
is no trace at all, and there is also no power of 
moral discernment or of religious knowledge. All 
this shows that man, as he is now, was a special 
creation of God and was not naturally evolved from 
the preceding earthly creation. While man’s body 
has the same chemical elements as are found in the 
earth, in plants and animals, the spiritual part of 
man is unique and is described as “the breath of 
life.” Man has the faculty of seeing God in his 
works (Rom. 1:19), of tracing Divine wisdom (Psa. 
104:24), power (Psa. 150), and goodness (Psa. 
33:5). (4) 

Man’s Restoration (Eph. 4:20-24). Here comes 
the reminder of what sin has done. Our relation- 
ship to God was essentially lost through wrong-doing, 
man’s disobedience hindering the fulfilment of God's 
purpose, but in Jesus Christ we attain to it once 


more and are restored to the image of God (Heb. 2: 
8; Eph. 2:10). The complete restoration will be 
realized when sin is no more (1 John 3:2). (8) 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 8:1-9.. Here is 
seen in constrast (1) God’s greatness in his 
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works (vs. 1, 3, 9), and a God’s condescension in 
relation to man (vs. 2, 4-8). 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers - 

Psalms 8: 1-9; 15: 1-5; Matt. 6:26; 16: 26, 27; 
Luke 6: 31-38; 10: 25-37; Rom 2: 1-16; Gal. 6: 10. 

1. Psalm 8:1-9. Man’s pre-eminent position. See 
Hebrews 2 for the fulfilment of it in Christ. 

2. Psalm 15: 1-5. Man’s true life of religion within 
and without. 

3. Matthew 6:26. (1) God’s Fatherhood; (2) 
God’s care of man. 

- Matthew 16: 26, 27. (1) The value of man’s fife; 

is the responsibility of man to God for that life. 

5. Luke 6: 31-38. (1) God’s manifestation; (2) 
man’s imitation. 

6. Luke 10: 25-37. Man’s two duties: (1) love to 
God; (2) love to his fellows. 

7. Romans 2: 1-16. (1) The certainty of judgment 
for man; (2) the solemnity of life in the light of it. 

8. Galatians 6:10. The glory of service as the 
essential feature of human life. 


Ill. The Graded Topics ‘ 


The Intermediate Topic: Loyalty to Our Heavenl 
Father. The word “loyalty” comes from a Frenc 
word meaning “law,” and suggests our obligation. 
Loyalty has been well defined as “legality with love,” 
and these two express everything that God requires, 
because love “is the fulfilment of the law” (Rom. 
apt U8): It was always God’s intention that man 
should obey him and in this loving obedience would 
be the proof of his “loyalty.” There are two words 
which we constantly use suggesting this attitude: (1) 
duty, which means “that which is due to God from 
us”; (2) ought, which means that “we owe it to God.” 
In beautifu harmony with this is the first question 
of the Westminster Confession: “What is the chief 
end of man?” “Man’s chief end is to glorify God 
and to enjoy him forever.” 

2. Senior and Adult Topic: The Dignity and 
Worth of Man. Twice over the question is found, 
“What is man?” but with a very different answer. 
In Psalm 8: 4 the thought is'of man’s greatness, and 
in Psalm 144: 3 his littleness. But we can see* from 
these passages a great deal of man’s essential value 
in the sight of God. Christ used some helpful illus- 
trations to show this when he spoke of man as be- 
ing better than sheep (Matt. 12:12), birds (Matt. 
6: 26), and the flowers (Matt. 6: 28-30; Luke 12: 24). 
We notice man’s “dignity and worth” as we consider 
(1). God’s purpose: man was made as a _ personal 
being with powers of thought, feeling, and will; (2) 
God’s provision: man’s true life is best seen when 
it is remembered that God gave Christ on his behalf; 
(3) God’s power: human life can manifest God’s 
glory in loving, self-sacrificing obedience and ser- 
vice (Matt. 16:26; 1 Cor. 3:9); (4) God’s Provi- 
dence: this also shows what God thinks of man 
(Matt. 6: 26-34); (5) God’s prospect:'a man has a 
wonderful and glorious future when God’s inten- 
tions are fully realized (Dan. 12:2, 3). 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


The well-known words of Augustine with which 
he opens his “Confessions” tell of what man .was 
intended to be: “Thou hast made us for thyself and 
our hearts are restless until they rest in thee.” This 
is true even apart from sin, and in Genesis, chapter 
2, we see some of the essential elements of human 
life. They call for earnest thought and definite ap- 
plication and cover almost everything of importance. 


. Man’s Kinship with God (v. 7). 

. Man’s Worship of God (v. 3). 

. Man’s Fellowship with God (v. 16). 

. Man’s Srrvice for God (v. 15). 

. Man’s Loyalty to God (v. 17). 

. Man’s Authority from God (v. 19). 

. Man’s Social Life from and for God (v. 24). 


These show God’s purpose for humanity and for 
each individual, and when they are realized in per- 
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sonal experience the Divine object in creating man™ 


is being fulfilled. Another way of stating the truths 
of this chapter and thereby showing man’s “dignity 
and worth” is : (1) life a 7); (2) home (v. 8); 
(3) work (v. 15); (4). worship (v. 3); (5) obliga- 
tion (v. 17); (6) intellect (v. 19); (7) love (v. 22). 


V. Leading Questions 
Wherein is man (1) identical with, and (2) differ- 
ent from, the rest of creation? 


_ What isthe meaning of man being created in God’s 
image and likeness? 

What illustrations did Christ use to ‘show the 
superiority of man, and what is their precise force? 

What is the greatest proof available to show man’s 
“dignity and worth”? 

What are the characteristic features of the “new 
man” of Ephestans 4: 23? 

Distinguish between “old man” (Rom. 6:6), “new 
man” (Col. 3:9), “hidden man” (1 Peter 3:4), 
“outward man” (2°Cor 4:16), and “inward man” 
(Eph. 3: 16). 

Wyctirre Cottece, Toronto. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By Howard A. Banks 


HAT was a prophetic command for man to “have 
ominion” over the fish, the birds, and every 
living thing (Gen. 1:28). Adam and his posterity 
failed through sin to hold it. The last Adam, how- 
ever, will succeed where the first failed. The prophet 
David takes up this strain in the Eighth Psalm 
where he is progeeying the racial authority of Christ 
an: 
Thou hast put all things under his feet: 
All sheep and oxen, 
Yea, and the beasts of the field, 
The birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, 
Whatsopever passeth through the paths of the seas. 


The writer of Hebrews in interpreting this-Psalm 
says, “But now we see not yet ali things subjected to 
him.” There was a foreglimpse of it in our Lord’s 
life upon the earth. In the temptation he “was with 
the wild beasts,” but they harmed him not (Mark 1: 
13). In Isaiah’s vision of miliennial peace the prophet 
pictured a complete fulfillment of the prophecy of 
man’s dominion as accomplished. through the Son of 
Man: “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the ¢alf 
and the young lion and fatling togeiner and a little 
child shall lead them” (Isa. 11: 6ff). In his entry 
into aime our Cord rode upon an unbroken colt, 

would undoubtedly have been unsubmissive to 
any other rider (Mark 11:2). A fish aided the Lord 
and Peter to render unto Caesar the thi that were 
Caesar’s (Matt. 17:27), and a fowl fell in line with 
the Lord’s prediction of Peter’s denial and repentance 
(Luke 22: 34, 60, 61). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Invention.—God said, Let us make man in our 
image ...let' them have dominion (vy. 26). The rea- 
son, why we can take up the lightning and talk to 
the man in the moon, if he happens to be in, is be- 
cause we are made in God’s image. The reason 
we can hang little bottles of sunshine in. our houses 
and upon our street is because we are divine. Every 
passing day man is surprising himself by one. and 
another Godlike achievement. And we might have 
been doing these wonderful things years and years ago 
but sin prevented us. Sih continues to prevent still 
greater accomplishments than any yet achieved (Jer. 
5:25). Likeness to God is the right of our domin- 
ion, our royal right. When we shall lose the “image” 
we shall lose.our royalty and our empire. What 
has heathendom ever done that is divine? Heathen- 
dom never soars, it crawls. It has never had enough 
of heaven to help its own aches and pains very much. 
The sick pussy with trouble in its interior department 
has its catnip bed to which it resorts. My old Per- 
sian friend Shimoon, recently massacred over there, 
told me the approved way in his country to cure 
stomach-ache was to find a bald-headed man and 
hire him to put his hairless pate where the pain was! 
In other pagan lands they do even more ridiculous 
things. Christendom unlocks the secrets of nature 
because men are coming back to the image in which 
God made them. (1) 


The Heart of Things.—But ye did not so learn 
Christ (Eph. 4:20). The-Christian’s greatest ambi- 
tion is to learn Christ and be like him. Not imitate 
him, mark you, but be like him by learning him (Rom. 
13:14; Phil. 2:5). After ten years of research and 
try-out my brother and I developed and got upon 
the market a unique and desirable system.of machin- 
ery. Another concern seeing the popularity of our 
invention undertook to imitate it in the factory of a 
customer. The imitation was a failure, and we were 
called upon to rebuild the outfit as it should be. Now 
if the imitator had been able to learn the deep things 
of the system the failure they made would not have 
had to be born again of the Ridgways. The reason 
the Ridgway product is successful is because we have 
been lying awake nights with our ideas. Indeed, day 
and night it has been our meditation. It has been 
with us on the cars wherever we went. When we 
have not been writing for this Corner -we have been 
thinking upon our “system,” making it better and 
better in every detail. Thousands of other inventors 
can tell the same story in letters and arts as well:as 
in -mechanics. Ask Gray about that “Elegy,” and 
Whistler about “My Mother.” Well, in just this 
way we are to learn Christ. Maybe some folks will 
say you are “crazy on’ religion,” just as they said 
Edison was “bughouse on ’lectricity’ when he was 
running down a way to divide the current and hang 
red hot hairpins in our houses. 


The Name Plate.—Pu? on the new man that after 
God hath been created (v. 24). That poor sin- 
smeared thing in a suit of clothes, smelling of rum and 
tobacco, out of whose mouth goes profanity and filth, 
in whose heart seethes all manner of .vileness and 
wickedness is not a man created in the image of 
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Lesson for May 4. 
2; 2:7-9; Eph. 4 : 20-24. 


hunting for a simile for this 
awful thing I came to the conclusion 
that being entirely a product of-hell, I 
am unable to know just how to classify 
it. I was going to say, just as you sug- 
a thing made in the image of 
Now before this miserable thin 


~ can come back to where it belongs an 


be an image of God. it has to put on 
something new. Namely,a MAN. There 
is many a fellow where you live who 
would be highly offended if you told 
him he was not “half a man.”. But it 
would be the truth. Paul knew what 
he was talking about. We can only be- 
come again what God origfhally made 
us before Satan marred us, by being 
run into the shop and rebuilt. Then 
Jesus the Master of men replaces all 
worn parts: with his own nature, gets 
us tuned up and adjusted. The value 
attached to any rebuilt machine depends 
largely upon who was the original maker. 
The name pe cast into your frame is 
Father and Son and Holy Ghost, New 
Jerusalem, Heaven (John 3:3). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If comin 

they may not be considered at all. 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 

Illustrations . on er verses. than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
‘stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. Shey will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Man’s -Dignity.—And man became a 
living soul (Gen. 2:7): A French Prime 
Minister once-sent for an eminent sur- 
geon to ‘perform upon him a_ serious 
operation. Said the Prime Minister: 
“You ‘will ‘tiot, of- course, treat me ’in 
the same rough manner as you would 
treat ‘your poor miserable wretches at 
the hospital.” : “Sir,” replied. the surgeon 
with dignity, “every one of those mis- 
erable wretches, as your Eminence is 
pleased. to call them, is a Prime Minis- 
ter in my eyes.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, Belper, 
Eng. (1) . . 


Better than Repairipg.—Put away, as 
concerning your former manner of life, 
the old man, ... and put on the new 
man (Eph. 4: 22-24). God does not deal 
in second-hand goods. It is “new or 
nothing” with him. So when we bring 
him our worthless, second-hand lives,— 
our sin-defeated, wrecked, worthless 
lives, — for him to make whatever im- 
provements he is able to, he has a glad 
surprise in store for us. He does not 
offer to repair or reform; but ‘he offers 
to create, “to make all things new.” It 
has been well said that “the only way 
to mend wicked ways is to end them.” 
—From Editorial in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 
mount, P. Q., Can. (2) 


Imitation. Not Enough.—Put on the 
new man, that after God hath been cre- 
ated in righteousness and holiness of 
truth (v. 24). Benjamin West, the great 
painter, speaking of Gilbert Stuart, a 
brother artist famed for his beautiful 
coloring, used to say to his pupils, “It’s 
no use to steal Stuart’s colors; if you 
want to paint as he does, you must steal 
his eyes.” When we are baffled in our 
efforts to live as Christ lived, we feel 
that the record of his life, however won- 
derful it is, will not enable us to be like 
him. What we need is his heart !— 
From the Sunday at Home. Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


His Answer.—Put on the new man, 
that after God hath been created in 
righteousness (v. 24). Among the 
trail-hitter converts of Jesus Christ in 
a Billy Sunday campaign of a few years 
ago was a man of notoriously evil life, 
whose experience since his conversion 
has been gloriously righteous. His wife, 
who would not accept his Saviour as 
her Saviour and Life, ,recently sued him 


later 
io not 
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for a divorce. The bill. of divorce, it 
is said, named almost every crime ‘against 


the man except murder. Believing that- 


it was not God’s will for him to oppose 


this divorce, he so reported to the di-. 


vorce court clerk, and said of the bill 
against him, “It is all true, and more. 
But,” he went on, “that man’s dead.” 
“Aren’t you X. Y.?” asked the clerk in 
surprise, giving the name mentioned in 
the bill. “No,” was the reply, “I’m a 
new man in Christ Jesus; X. Y’s dead. 


I’m only twenty-seven months old.”— 
From Editorial in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 


mount, P. Q., Can. (3) 


The New Man Untainted.—Put on the 
new man, that after God hath been cre- 
ated in righteousness and holiness of 
truth (v. 24). A legend of the Jews re- 
lates that the Prophet Ezekiel once 
raised a number of his countrymen from 
the dead, but the miracle was so far im- 
perfect that the resuscitated men ever 
after retained the complexion of corpses, 
and their garments the smell of the 
sepulcher. Some believe it is after this 
fashion that the Lord Jesus raises us 
from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness; that so far at least as 
our earthly lifetime is concerned, we 
must expect to retain the blemishes and 
scent of moral corruption. We have not 
so learned Christ. We believe in his 
ability and purpose to cleanse us from 
every defilement, and to keep us in per- 
fect purity of flesh and spirit— From 
“Mistaken Signs’ by Dr. W. L. Wat- 
kinson. Sent by J..A. Clark, Leicester, 
Eng. : 


Two Marks.—God created man in his 
own image (Golden Text). In the ex- 
ploration of Babylon ‘every brick was 
found with the impress of the name of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king, But upon one 
of the bricks there was also the clear 
footprint of a dog. It had trodden upon 
the brick while the clay was yet. soft 
and unbaked, and the impress of the 
foot remains there still, but the king’s 
name.is underneath. On many a man's 
nature the impress of the dog’s foot is 
manifest, but what we are apt to for- 
get is that the King’s name is still un- 
derneath—From the British Congrega- 
tionalist. Sent by the Rev. J. Lyall, 
Alsask, Sask., Can. The prize for this 
week is awarded to this illustration. (4) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, thou 
who didst @reate man in thine own image, 
we pray thee to forgive whatever part we 
have had in debasing that likeness in man. 
How little we remind others of thee! How 
often we have obscured the vision of others 
when they would see thee! May we be 
brought back by thy mercy and lovingkind- 
ness into the power to reflect thee as we 
go about our daily tasks. Grant that thy 
life may so preoccupy the personality that 
thou hast given us that thy ways may be 
our ways. May we not disappoint thee, our 
Father, as in the past days, but may we 
be renewed in the spirit of our minds and 
put on the new man that after God hath 
been created in righteousness and holiness of 
truth. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you noticed 
how faces change according to the life 
that their owners live? When people 
get careless in their minds, the house in 
which they live gets run down. When 
thinking becomes unclean then the things 
that we do, whether we mean to have it 
so or not, reveal the kind of thinking that 


characterizes our minds. ~We have 
spoiled so much that God intended 
should be beautiful and fine! From his 


purpose for man as set forth in the part 
of the book of Genesis we have studied 
to-day, clear across the ages to the pas- 
sage from Ephesians, man must have 
been terribly disappointing to God. And 
down to this very hour many of us who 
are Christians must have been hurting 
the Father’s loving heart by our ways. 
“Ye did not so learn Christ,” writes Paul 
to the Ephesians. What-is it that Paul 
Says wé must put away from us? Yes. 
And in what must we be renewed? Yes. 
And then we must put on what? “The 







new man”! Praise God that this may 
be trne for each one of us! 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“For the beauty of the earth.” 
“Love divine, all loves excelling.” 
“Have faith in God.” 

“Yes for me, for me He careth.” 
“Come, Thou Almighty King.” 
“Father, take my hand and lead me.” 
“Abide with me.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
-rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 8: 1-9 (14: 1-3). 
Psalm 15: 1-5 (23 : 1-4). 
Psalm 19: 7-14 (36 : 1-3). 
. Psalm 90! 1-17 (176 : 1-4). 
Psalm 22: 1-31 (43 : 1-3). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mery Foster Bryner 


i) bag at See lessons for this Quarter 
teach “God's Relation to Us,” and 
“Our Relation to God.” The preceding les- 
sons have emphasized (1) God’s care of 
his children; (2) God’s love, shown by 
his best gift of Jesus, our Friend and 
Saviour; (3) Jésus is our risen and liv- 
ing Friend and Saviour; (4) God send- 
ing’ his Holy Spirit to be our Helper. 

Sro-day’s lesson*presents the double re- 
lation of God as our Heavenly Father, 
and o 
his image (to be like him in as gaer oes A 
One aim of Primary teaching should 
be to inspire within each child a desire 
to be and live as God’s child. 

Lesson Teaching—God wants us to 
live as His children. 


Introduction—On.a May day like this 
Mother was taking her little baby for a 


friends, who wanted to see him. Baby 
was too little to sit up, so Mother moved 
some covers. When her friends saw 
baby’s dear little face, they said, “Why 
he’s just a little image of his father.” 
Then Mother said, “I hope he may live 
and grow to be as good a man as his 
father.” .Baby’s father was always 
pleased when people said his baby looked 
like him. Father and Mother were glad 
to make and keep a home for their 
children. 

Long, long ago, the Heavenly Father 
planned a home where his children 
might live. He made a whole world and 
it was very beautiful. In the beginning, 
God created the heavens and the earth, 

“All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all.” 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 28.) 


Lesson Story—When this world was 
ready the Heavenly Father made some 
people to live in it. The Bible says 
(Gen. 2:7) “God formed man of the 
dust and breathed into him the breath 
of life, and man became a living soul ;” 
so God created man in his own image, 
or likeness. 

Every person has a body which we can 
see, but every person is a soul, which we 
cannot see so easily. Nobody knows 
| what the Heavenly Father looks like 
| except through the wonderful things 
which he has made. Then how can 
people tell when God’s children are 
really made in his image? It is when 
| they act like him. That is why the 
Heavenly Father sent his Son, Jesus, to 
| live in the world, to show people how 
| he wanted his children to live. 

When Jesus lived.on earth he asked 
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:Ilves as his children, made in ° 


ride in his carriage, when she met some , 
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the people to think about-God’s won- 
derful gifts, which they might use and 
enjoy. 
“God, our Father made the night; 
Made the moon and stars so bright; 
All the clouds, far, far away; 
The shining sun, the golden day.” 
(Song Stories for the Sunday-schodl, Clayton 
F. Summy Company, Chicago, 15 cts.) 


-One day Jesus said to the people, 
Look at the birds, your Heavenly 
Father feeds them ; think about the lilies, 
yom Heavenly Father clothes them with 

ory. 
or “God our Father made the skies, 

Bees and birds and butterflies, 
Tiny flowers and trees that wave— 
These lovely gifts our Father gave.” 


(Same as above) 


r, 
“Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings,— 
He made their glowing colors; 
He made their shining wings.” 


(Carols.) 


If when we pray we speak to God as 
“Our Father. who art in Heaven” we 
know that he wants us to live as -——? 
His children, When God’s children are 
like him, people can tell that they are 
made in his image. They will live as 
~ Golden Rule teaches (repeat Luke 


23). 

All good children will remember to 
honor thy father and thy mother. Did 
you ever think that each of youhas your 
father’s last name and should live so 
as to honor it? All God’s children should 
remember to honor their Heavenly 
Father’s name. That is why we pray 
“Hallowed [or holy] be thy name.” 
_Expression—Learn to repeat 
sing: 


and 


“Holy! Holy! Holy! 

Holy is the Lord! 

Holy is His dear Name, 

Holy is His Word.” (Carols.) 


Perorta, IL, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. God, our Creator and Father. 
2. Man, God’s own image. 
3. Our loyalty to God’s rightful ex- 
pectations. 


O TREMENDOUS and so mystical 

is our subject to-day that we can only 
hope to give our girls the basic mate- 
rial of Scripture, which the Holy Spirit 
will use to lay in their minds a founda- 
tion upon which he can build as time 
and experience mature their knowledge. 
The chief difficulty lies in the fact that 
even in Scripture material terms are 
used to express purely spiritual ideas, 
that only in terms of human life as 
we know it, clothed upon with the physi- 
cal; can God make himself and his do- 
ings known to us. And many girls in 
their early teens are still great literal- 
ists, and find it confusing to penetrate 
the symbol to the reality. Let us then 
plead God’s own promise that his Word 
shall not return unto him void, and do 
our best to plant that Word in some 
adequate measure and manner. 


1. We must turn to the oldest books 
of our Bible to find the grandest state- 
ments on our first topic, God our 
Creator and Father, and we cannot hope 
to improve upon their utter simplicity 
and large comprehensiveness. Use the 
following (have them read directly from 
the Bibles, of course) : Genesis 1: 27 and 











2:7; Job 4:17, 33:4, 34:10, 32:8: 
Ecclesiastes 12:7; Psalm 100:3, 119: 
73, 138:8, 139:14; Isaiah 43:7, 45: 12, 


64:8; Malachi 2:10. Every one of these 
verses reiterates the truth that God is 
man’s creator, and the last two add the 
fact that he is also the father of believers, 
the giver of the spirit, which is immor- 
tal. Several others in this list state 
this also —that the spirit of ‘nan is the 
direct impartation of God the “Father ° 
of our spirits” (Heb. 12:9). 

Our girls know how often Jesus spoke 
of God as our Father. Such references 
are too familiar to need repeating here. 
Can they not catch this distinction — 
that God always recognizes his relation- 
ship towards his children, but they so 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


often ignore or deny their relationship 
towards him? That he can be our Father, 
in the full and close sense which was 
in the mind of Jesus when he used that 
Name, only when we enter into sonship 
through his only begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ? (John 1:12.) Jesus’ 
words always imply this step of faith 
on our part (Matt. 8: 47), as do his 
apostles after him (Rom. 8:15). 


2. Now return to the first list given 
above and search through it for the re- 
peated statements that man is not only 
the creature of God, but s:reated in God’s 
own likeness. To those references may 
be added these, if needed: Genesis 5: 1, 
9:6, and James But the puzzling 
part of this truth is in the question, How 
are we like God, who is a spirit, a per- 
fectly holy spirit, an all-powerful, all- 
wise, all-loving spirit; while we — “what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him, 
or the son of man, that thou visitest 
him?” Perhaps some of your girls will 
remember this little old verse; an an- 
swer to the wondering thought of thé 
little child about the “great, wide, beau- 
tiful, wonderful world” ...so great that 
the child “hardly dared think of that 
world at all.” 


“And yet when I said my prayer to-day 
A voice within me seemed to say, 
*You are more than the earth, though you 
are such a dot, 
You can love and think, and the earth 
cannot.’” 


Add to this godlike loving and thinking 
the power of free choice—— which ac- 
counts for our far departure from the 
uprightness of our first estate (Eccl. 7: 
29)— and the right of rule over all the 
other works of God’s hand (Gen. 1: 28, 
and Psa. 8), with that immortality of 
our spirits which permeates all God’s 
Word (Psa. 23:6; 37:18; 121:8; Matt. 
25:46, and Mark 12:26, 27, for ex- 
ample), and we have at least some of 
the traits of God which make man his 
“image.” May we not pray that such 
truth may deliver our girls from the 
falsehood of some recent popular verses 
which ridicule the idea of man’s worth 
in God’s sight — “if there be a God?”— 
in view of his size and importance 4n 
such a vast universe? John 3:16 alone 
answers that lie. 

3. Close, in view of that last glorious 
statement of God’s love for man, with 
just one more reference, 1 Corinthians 
6: 20, and an appeal that your own girls 
will,.remembering such a priceless value, 
glorify God both in body and _ spirit, 
which are his. 


Home Study 
Ask your girls to repeat every morn- 





ing and night this week-at least — 
the following 
“Act oF FaitH” 

“I believe on the Son of God: there- 
fore I am in Him, having redemption 
through His blood and life by. His 
Spirit: He is in me, and all fulness is 
in Him: to Him I belong by creation, 
purchase, conquest and _ self-surrender: 
to me He belongs for all my hourly 
needs...” 

ATLANTA, Ga. 

we 


Pucker’s’* Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Whom are-you like? Which 
part of you is you? 
Discussion: How a boy is like God; 
how not like God; the value of a boy. 
Main Points: Boys worth safeguarding; 
holiness lost through sin; restored by 
Christ. 





‘want to do. 








66 HOM are you like, William?” 

asked teacher of me at the be- 
ginning of the lesson. I told him peo- 
ple say I look like my mother, have her 
eyes and hair. 

“Are hair and eyes you?” he asked 

again. So I said my disposition was 
more like father’s, that I had the regu- 
lar Henly temper. That’s why they 
named me Pucker, you know, because 
when I was little I was always frown- 
ing. 
Still teacher wasn’t satisfied. He said 
a boy is more than a body or a disposi- 
tion, he is an immortal spirit, with a 
conscience, a mind, affections and a self- 
determining will. “Now, whom are you 
like,” he asked again. 

By that time we began to catch on, 
and Fred answered that we are made in 
the likeness of God. 

We talked ‘a while about the differ- 
ence between a boy’s mind and a dog’s. 
Bumps said he had a dog -once that 
knew more than he did (which wasn’t 
saying much for the dog, either). But 
teacher pointed out how a dog can think 
only of concrete things, like a bone or 
hunting or a whipping, while a boy can 
think about abstract thoughts, can rea- 
son where a dog only feels or remem- 
bers, and can know and talk to God. 
That is what comes of being a spirit, 
made in God’s likeness. 

“I guess a person is about the most 
valuable thing in the world,” declared 
Fred Keller, “if he is all that.” 

“Indeed, he is,” agreed teacher. 
“That is why child labor, liquor, and 
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all impurity are so hateful to God and to 
all his true followers. ings, 
merely for money profit, destroy souls 
made in God’s image. That is why your 
fathers and mothers are so strict about 
letting you run around nights and not 
letting you do some things that you 
They know you are too 
precious to run any risks with.” He 
thinks raising boys is about the great- 
est work in the world, but some men 
give more time to their hogs than they 
do to their boys. 

Teacher thinks the main part of God’s 
likeness that he gave to Adam and Eve 
has been lost, clear stamped out by sin. 
God is holy. That is his chief attribute. 
Adam and Eve were holy, and they were 
close friends with God, till they fell 
into sin by obeying Satan, and se for- 
feited all their vig ts. Since then men 
have been more like Satan in some ways 
= Aged have like God, and that spoils 
it» all. 

“What good does it do to look like 
your father?” teacher went on, “if you 


don’t follow his best qualities and act: 


like him?” Then he talked about how 
ae pg it is to do some of the things 
fellows in this town do. It made us all 
ashamed to think how far down some 
beys slip. 

ut teacher showed how Jesus came 
and died and rose again just so he 
could put his holiness in us and restore 
us through and through to the likeness 
of God. It’s such a wonderful miracle 
it seems too good to be true, and most 
Christians don’t dare let him really do it. 
A few go all the way with Jesus, and 
every one can have the Holy Spirit in 
His fulness in his heart if he will yield 
to His control. 


Home Study for Next Week's Lesson 
Read Genesis 3: 1-24; Romans 1: 18-23; 
James 1: 15. 

Who invented sin? 


What did Satan use to tempt Adam 
and Eve? 


How did Satan cause Eve to doubt? 
What should Eve have done? 
What are the penalties of sin? 

What cure for sin did God provide? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 
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Red-Head the Woodpecker 
By Carol Cole 


ED.HEAD the woodpecker was 

boring for his supper. Deeper and 
deeper he went into the old tree-trunk, 
until he now had a fair-sized hole. 

“I’m sure I heard a worm,” he said, 
pausing a monient, and turning his head 
to one side he listened intently. Then 
he went at it again, his hard little beak 
making the chips fly in all directions. 

“Pshaw!” he remarked. “I don’t be- 
lieve it’s a worm after all. But I cer- 
tainly am hungry. I haven’t had a thing 
to eat since those two black beetles 
early this morning. Guess I'll rest a 
bit anyway.” And hopping to the next 
limb, he was about to settle himself when 
his foot caught in something. 

“Hello!” he said. “That must be one 
of Mrs. Jennie Spider’s telephone lines. 
I'll just call her up and see if she is 
at home. She may be able to put me 
on to the track of a beetle or fly.” And 
he gave the gauzy line a pull, but there 
was no response. Red Head waited a 
moment and then gave three more pulls 
sharper than the others. 

“Guess she’s not at home,” he said 
finally. But Mrs. Spider-was at home, 
only she did not intend to let Mr. Wood- 
pecker know that, for woodpeckers have 
been known to eat spiders. So she kept 
very quiet in her retreat, hoping that 
Red Head would not break her main 
line. You see, although she was sur- 
rounded by dozens of minarets or small 
lines, she depended on this main line 
to let herself in.and out. And should it 
become broken she would have the 


(Continued on the next page) 
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lowship that.is rapidly coming to 
ay ad 


mony thowssnily ead toon of thon 


and millions of Christians on earth 
to-day who are true to the Funda- 
mentals of the Faith once for all 
delivered unto the saints ? 


It is this vast 
that word “ vast”) army of be- 
lievers in the Word of God, and 
in = — Word of ake 
really true, that ate coming to 
from the ends of the earth, in heart 
and mind and spirit, as the new 
fellowship. 


And so a World Conference 
on Christian Fundamentals is the 
next great event— unless the -Lord 
comes first; it will be held in 
Philadelphia May 25 to June 1. 


Next week’s issue of The Sun- - 


day School Times will be a “‘ Fun- 
damentals Conference Number,” 
and will bring together a series of 
articles of startling significance, from 
master minds in the Church of Christ. 

Most people have not realized 
with what amazing swiftness events 
have been coming to pass, both in the 
world, and in merély nominal Chris- 
tendom, within the past year or two. 


The messages in next week's 
‘Fundamentals Number” of The 
Sunday School Times will be a 
—— to many, and a challenge 
to all. 


There are Chnistians and non- 
Christians among your personal ac- 
quaintances who ought to have this 
unusual Number of The Sunday 
School Times, and who may never 
know of it unless you see that it 
reaches them. You can make sure 
that they know of it by handing to 
each of them a convenient little 
coin-carner in which they can send 
through the mails 25 cents for a 
Ten-Weeks Get-Acquainted-Sub- 
scription to The Sunday School 
Times,—they should write im- 
mediately and ask that their sub- 
scription commence with the F unda- 
mentals Number. “Any number of 
these coin-carriers will gladly be sent 

ou for this purpose, upon request, 
fs The Sunday School Times Com 
pany, 1031 WalnutSt., Philadelphia. 
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Lesson for May 4 
Gen. 1 3 26-28; 2:7-9; Eph. 4 : 20-2. 
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26, Ointment 25 & 50, Tal 2. 
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Where is the Ark of the Covenant? 
“Sue” 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 


Helps at all the hard glows, in the 

Bible on the pages w' they oc- 

cur. Dr. Scofieid's helps are equal 

to a Bible study course. 
New-Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 

Ask to see the Pocket - Edition printed on Oxford 

India: Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers. 
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Our first year’s work ended March 31, 1919. 
During this time we distributed over 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
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clude postage: ; 
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( Continued from the preceding page) 
trouble of spinning another before she 
could escape. 3 

Finally Red Head gave it up, and 
hopping into. the hollow he had made 
while hunting for worms, he settled 
himself for a snooze. And while he 
slept over his feet crawled a great black 
ant with an egg in its mouth, a daddy- 
long-legs scrambled up his back, and 
ire y slid off the slippery surface, a 
ightning bug over his head rubbed its 
wings against its sides to see if its lights 
were in order for the night, and a big 
fat locust started up such a singing in 
his ears that had he not been so very 
sound asleep he would have awakered 
at once. As it was, his dreams were 
troubled by all sorts of strange things. 

Finally the singing of the locust be- 
came too persistent for even the sleepy 
woodpecker, and he awakened with a 
start. But at his first move, of course, 
ant, daddy-long-legs, lightning bug, and 
locust all disappeared. 


“Why,” hé said, “I was sure I heard | 


a locust. Must have been a dream. Bah! 
I don’t believe there’s a bug-er a worm 
in this wood. Anyway, I’m positive there 
is not another creature anywhere a 
hungry as I.” ’ 

But Red Head was mistaken in this, 
for at that moment creeping through 
the grass at the foot of the tree was a 
creature who at least looked hungrier 
than woodpecker. Willy Weasel was 
also out for his supper. 

At the foot of the tree weasel paused, 
and raising his ugly wedge-shaped head 
looked up to the hollow where Red Head 
was having his snooze. 

“Looks to me like a woodpecker’s 
hole,” said the weasel to himself. And at 
the thought his ugly old jaws fairly 
watered. “If only I can get up there 
without his hearing me.” Just then he, 
spied a woolly caterpillar starting up 
the tree. 

“Can you tell mé, Mr. Woolly Cater- 
pillar, if there is a woodpecker up there? 
Or, better still, would you mind going 
up to see. I’m nearly starved.” 

“Indeed I won't,” answered Woolly. 
“T have troubles enough myself. I just 
escaped from a colony of ants over 
there who nearly killed me. I’m going 
up the tree, but I’m never coming down 
again. I feel a great drowsiness com- 
fing upon me, and I must_hurry and se- 
lect a safe place to spin my cocoon.” 

And so the weasel cautiously let him- 
self into the old chipmunk’s hole at 
the foot of the tree and started up the 
inside. Half way up “he paused and 
stretching his long snaky neck as far as 
he could, was just able to make out the 
form of Red Head where he sat half 
asleep in the hole. Willy Weasel’s lit- 
tle beady eyes glistened, but he pro- 
ceeded more cautiously than ever, for 
a woodpecker supper was certainly not 
to be sniffed at. 

Everything was quiet inside the old 
tree, not the chirp of a cricket nor the 
buzz of an insect broke the stillness. 
Nearer and nearer crept the weasel un- 
til he was-in plain view of weodpecker’s 
red head. He was just drawing his 
snaky body up for a spring, when ldok- 
ing up he saw a pair of bright eyes 
shining out of the darkness above the 
woodpecker’s head. 
was a rattling and a scratching, and a 
big piece of loose bark rattled down and 
hit woodpecker square on the head. You 
may be sure it did not take Red Head 
long to become wide awake, and he was 
out of the tree before you could count 
three. 

Now. Weasel, of course, was furious. 

“Whoever you are up there,” he 


shrieked, “come out, for I’m going to eat | 


you instead of the woodpecker!” 

There was silence for a moment, and 
then a voice answered, “Ah! indeed! 
Come right along, then. But somehow I 
don’t think you'll dine on me to-night.” 
And the big, bristling form. of a coon 
loomed up in the weasel’s face. 

Now the coon is oné of the few crea- 
tures Willy Weasel fears, and when he 
saw that it was indeed Mr. Coon, and 
not a squirrel, as he thought, he turned 
in such haste that-he lost his footing and 
for once in his life went straight down 
a tree instead of circling round it. When 
he reached the ground he ran as fast as 


In a moment there | 
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he could, and it was many a day before 
old weasel dared show his wicked face 
again in that locality. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





May 1. ‘The Lure of the World. 
10; 1 John 2: 15-17. 

May 18. Life, the School of God, and Its Les- 
sons. Ps. 119: 1-8, 33-40. 

May. 25. God’s Precious Promises. 1 Kings 
8: 54-61; 2 Pet. 1: 1-4. (Union meeting with 
Juniors and Intermediates, A memory 
meeting.) 

June 1. Our Relation to God. VI. Rever- 
ence and Public Worship. Ps. 33: 1-11} 
John 4: 19-26. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, May 4 


Our Relation to God. V. Serving 
(Matt. 20 : 20-28). 


(Consecration meeting) 


2 Tim. 4: 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—God’s bondmen (Rom. 1 : 1-10). 

Tues.—Serving God’ through man 
(Matt. 25 : 31-40). 

Wed.—Serving with joy 
17-24). 

Thurs.—Serving boldly (Isa. 41 : 8-16). 

Fri—Serving the church (1 Tim. 3: 
1-16). 

Sat.—Serving one another (Gal. 5 : 13- 
18). 


(Luke 10: 











How can we serve God’s children? 
How can we serve God’s church? 
What are the rewards of serving God? 


HE world has had for nineteen cen- 

turies. the richest and most persua- 
sive presentations of the true principle | 
of life in the spirit and example of’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Great Ser- 
vant. Looking forward to his coming 
the prophet had foreseen him as ser- 
vent. “Behold, my servant, whom I have 
chosen.” Looking upon him as he walked 
and talked with men his disciples saw 
him as one who served, who came not 
to be ministered to but to minister. 
Looking back, upon him. what men re- 
membered most clearly was his well-do- 
ing. “He went about doing good.” And 
when they looked in upon his deepest 
nature and the purposes and fashion of 
the incarnation they saw at the heart 
the principle of service: “Who, existing 
in the form of God, counted not the 
being on an equality with God a thing 
to be grasped, but emptied himself, tak- 
ing the fortn of a servant, being made 
in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:6, 7). 
,And what does every true home,, with 
the service of father and mother and 








brother and sister, and every true friend- 
ship, teach but this same first and last 
law of life —not getting but giving, not 
gaining but serving? Love is the will 
to serve. Whoever is governed by any 
different principle is an enemy to law, 
and is deaf to the teaching alike of hu- 
man life and of the divine Lord and 
Master . 


The only really royal motto is, “I 
serve.” 

The only really 
“Thou servest.” 

The only satisfying and adequate 
judgment at the last is, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” 

New York City. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 








HERE are times when a strange 

weariness comes over the soul, ac- 
companied by a strong temptataion to 
shuffle off some one or other of the duties 
incumbent upon the child of God, or to 
neglect some privilege given the soul to 
enjoy. This temptation is felt particu- 
larly after an exhausfing day’s labor, or 
following upon some exalting experi- 
ence of divine blessing. We call it re- 
action. It is a time of real peril to the 
soul. Nothing is so readily abandoned 
at such crises as family worship. Surely 
it is a trick of the evil one to prevent 
the soul’s growth in grace. Our only 
safety is in waiting upon the Lord, there- 
by having our strength renewed. 


April 28 to May 4 
Mon.—Gen, 1 : 26-31. a 

Man Made in the Imzge of God. 

The image of God is found chiefly in 

man’s moral nature. By sin that image 
has been well-nigh effaced and obliter- 
ated, but it is still there in that man is 
“spirit, soul and body.” It is here where 
man differs from the beasts that perish 
and which are vpid of God-conscious- 
ness, 


PRAYER SuccEstTions: Pray for farmers 
and all agricultural laborers; for the 
Divine blessing to rest upon the seed 
sown, that in due time the land may 
yield her increase. The daily miracle 
of providing food for man ought to call 
from us continual praise. 

Tues.—Psalm 8 : 1-9. Man Made for Dominion. 


Thus it was decreed that man should 
have priority. and authority over all 
the works of God’s hands. With the fall 
man lost much of his power of dominion, 
but in Christ that has been more than 

(Continued on the next page) 
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For Family Worship 
(Continued from the preceding pare) 
regained. In Christ’s kingdom 

we shall be sharers of his authority. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Lord Himself might make wars to cease 
o 7 the ends of the earth. God can 

, im answer to his people’s 
fraser give peace. Let us pray for 
and for the rule of righteousness on 
which alone it can be e d. 
Wed.—Gen, 2: 7-17, Man in Eden. ‘ 

In Eden man had everything that heart 
could wish. By way of employment he 
was to “dress and keep the garden.” 
The limits of his liberty were prescribed 


for him, but alas, these he overstepped, |} 


with sorrowful results. The best cir- 
cumstances cannot protect us if our 
hearts are “without é 4! 

Prayer Succestions: Let us pray that 
all who profess Christ’s name may ex- 
press the very disposition and temper’ of 
Jesus Christ. Ask for this and expect 
nothing less; for power over the small, 
irritating things of life, and for grace 
to develop those graces of which there 
is a conscious lack. 

Thurs.—Gen. 2 : 18-24. Man’s Helpmeet. 

Adam had met with his superior in 
God, and his inferiors in the animals, 
and he was now to meet his equal, in 
the woman who was to be his compan- 
ion, the sharer of his thous, observa. 
tions, joys, purposes and his @Mterprises. 
Man thus passes out of solitude. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for an in- 
crease of laborers throughout the mis- 
sion fields. The great war has left shep- 
herdless many flocks, and many native 
congregations are in grave peril of being 
scattered. Pray for the conservation of 
the Hyderabad Mass Movement in India. 
This is an astonishing work, calling for 
praise and prayer. 

Fri.—Eph. 4:17-32. The New Man, 

Behind the term “the old man” lie sin, 
unrighteousness, guilt, bondage, , and 


, judgment, and be ind the term “new 


man” “as Out; hie 
“all the solid treasures of redemption,” 
Christ. for and Christ in us, guarantee- 
ing divine power for victory and free- 
dom of the soul. 

Prayer SSuccestions: Pray that the 
young men and women who are com- 
ing under the spell of missionary enthu- 
siasm may be led to the right places 
and teachers for the necessary training; 
that the Holy Spirit may be honored by 
them in their plans and arrangements, 
that they may never lose the passion of 
soul-winning. 

Sat.—2 Cor. 3: 7-18. Changed into His Image. 

Love. makes us like. Habitual fa- 
miliarity stamps us with similarity. It is 
no passing glance which brings such a 
transformation, but the quiet, .concen- 
trated gaze of love and trust that moulds 
us into His wondrous likeness who is 
the fairest among the sons of meni. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelization of Israel; for the Jews 
who in.unbelief are returning to their 
own land; that the eyes of their under- 
standing may be enlightened ; for the ef- 
forts put forth to win the Jeuis by the 
distribution of New Testament litera- 
ture; for Jewish missions throughout 
the United States. 

Sun.—Luke 10: 25-37. Man and his Brother. 

Let the lesson teach us that if our pro- 
fessed love to God does not find a field 
for its expression in real and active love 
to man, our formal religion will be a 
mockery. When we have found the 
healing we need, we must help heal 


| others. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 


| pastors and evangelists who are con- 


tinually preaching the crucified, risen, 
interceding, coming Lord; for the 
anointing of true Bible teachers who 
are seeking to satisfy the growing hun- 
ger for the word of_life; Fak cioser fel- 
lowship among those of one mind and 
one heart in the things of God. 
New York City. 


Individual C ion C 

ividual Communion Cups 
Conveni Noiseless and Sanit 

List of thousands of churches using our cups and FREES 

CATALOG with quotations sent upon request: 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7th ST., ROCHESTER, N. f. 





























-WANTED- 


One Thousand — 
Sunday Schools 


To form campaign committees to conduct a campaign 
in their own towns. for Christian Relief in France and 
Belg um. 700,000 Protestants in these countries are 
perate need; 1,000 pastors have suffered. | 
nests during the war, 450 of them being m 
and 100 stors and th eal sradents Eeing Killed 
30 churches are in ruins; 250 Sunday Schools need 
our assistance. Full authority to conduct a 
in your town will be given you by sending the names 
of the chairman, vice-chairman, secretary and treasurer 
whom you have selected. 


The $3,000,000 necessary to be raised will 


1. Provide am emergency fund to feed, clothe and 
care for the thousand Protestant pastors 
in France and Belgium. 


2. Rebuild the devastated churches.in the war 


3. Carry on relief work among the refugees, as 
the Red Cross is withdrawing from France 
this month. 


4. Help the Protestant hospitals and asylums in 
urgent need. 


5. Carry on a work of evangelization among the 
French people, 25,000,000 of whom are 
believed to hs open-minded to the Gospel, 
and not vitally connected with any church 
organization. 


The Committee for Christian Relief in France 
and Belgium have the following men serving in an 
executive capacity : 


Rev. . Aitchi Hubert C. Herring, 

, . Rev. William S. Holt, 
Rev. . Mrs. Frank B. Kelley, 
Rev. William I. i Rev. Frederick Lynch, 
Rev. i Rev. Charles S. Macfarland, 
Rev. Charles S. Cleland, Rev. Harlan G. Mendenhall, 
Rev. Henry Sloan Coffin, Paul G. Mclntire, 
Mrs. James C. Colgate, Rev. Frank Mason North, 
Rt. Rev. James H. Darlington, Rev. W. W. Pinson, 
Rev. William H. Foulkes, Rev. R. C. Reed, 
Rev. James I. Good, Edmond E. Robert, 
William A. Harbison, William Jay Schieffelin, 
Rev. William I. Haven, Rev. Charles J. Smith. 


The Treasurer is Alfred R. Kimball, 
289 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


All communications except remittances to the 
Treasurer should be addressed to George O. Tamblyn, 
Director, 289 Fourth Avenue, New. York City. 
































